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The Senate did not sit on Saturday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, March 15, 1834. 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to submit a motion to grant 


Whitlow, for the purpose of lecturing upon Asiatic 
choleraand dyspeptics. An objection being made, 
Mr. JOHNSON moved the suspension of the rule. 
It appearing by the vote, 80 to 2], that there was 
no quorum, Mr. THOMSON moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CARR called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 


Mr. PARKER asked if a call of the House was || 


in order, and was informed by the Chair that it 
was not. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the motion to adjourn, it was decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 7, noes 121. 

The question being taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rule, to permit Mr. Jounson to make his 
motion, 

Mr. WATMOUGH asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were refused. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. SHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported an amendment to the 
bill respecting the Poloant Bridge; which was 
ordered to be printed. n 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting pensions 
to certain persons therein named. Read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the same committee, 
reported a biil for the relief of Peter Triplett. 
Read twice, and committed. 

The resolution of Mr. MARDIS, respecting the 
public deposites, was taken up. 


had received a letter from Mr. Burces, a member 
of the House, stating that he was prevented by 
indisposition from attending the House to-day, 
and requesting that the consideration of the reso- 
lution be postponed till Monday. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
the further consideration of the resolution was 
postponed till Monday. 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to permit the Army appropriation bill to be 
read a third time; and no objection being made, 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved the suspension of the 
rule, in order to take up a joint resvlution relative 
to the purchase of certain books. Agreed to. 

The House proceeded to consider a joint resolu- 
tion for the purchase of certain books, the question 
being on an amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, for the purchase of additional 
copies of Gales & Seaton’s Debates. 

r SPEIGH f submitted an amendment to the 
amendment, which the Chair stated was not now 
in order. 

Mr. FOST’ R said that when the subject was 
up formerly, he stated that he would endeavor to 
cause our constituents to be informed of the amount 
of money which we appropriated to ourselves. 
He wished to have a law providing what books 
we should purchase, and stating what sums we 
should appropriate for them. He was willing to 
buy Gales & Seaton’s nine volumes, and Elliot’s 
book, and Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, and Hume’s England, and Kent’s Com- 
mentaries, &c., pay for them out of a certain and 
limited contingent fund, as far as it goes, and pay- 
ing the balance out of our own pay. Some one 
once asked whether members who opposed these 
appropriations received the books. He replied to 
the question that he did receive them. But if the 
Fiouse would leave the money in the treasury, 
instead of appropriating it to the contingent fund, 
he would suffer the books to remain on the print- 
er’s shelves. He then moved that the resolution 
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| cuss the merits of the resolution. 


| vinced. 


| priate to ourselves, he asked the yeas and nayson 
| the question. 


| jected, thirty-seven voting in the affirmative. 
The SPEAKER informed the House that he || 


| be recommitted to the Committee on the Library, 

| with instructions to inquireand report what books | 
ought to be purchased, and the amount which they | 
| will cost. 


Mr. J.Q. ADAMS asked if it was in order to 


| move an amendment to the instructions requiring 


| the committee to report a bill. 
the use of the Hall, on Monday evening, to Mr. || 


The SPEAKER said the motion was not now 
in order. 


Mr. ADAMS had no objection to the object of | 


the inquiry, but he wished to have a bill, instead 
of a joint resolution, reported. Heconceived that 


| the resolution, as it stood, was unconstitutional. 


His objection was not to the object, but to the 
form of the proceeding. Mr. A. proceeded to 
sustain his objections, when 

Mr. SPEIGHT rose to a question of order. 
The merits of the question were not now open for 
discussion. If the gentleman would defer his re- 


| marks to a proper time, he would meet him on the || 


constitutional question. 
The SPEAKER said it was not in order to dis- 


Mr. ADAMS. Is it not in order at any time | 
and under any circumstances, to oppose the pas- 
sage of a bill or resolution here on constitutional 

rounds? 

The SPEAKER decided that it was not now in 
order to discuss the merits of the resolution. 


Mr. ADAMS. I submit, sir, but am not con- | 


Mr. FOSTER "said, that as the members would 


| not, he hoped, be unwilling to record their names 


upon a question whether the people should be in- | 
formed of the amount of money which we appro- | 


The House refused to order the yeas and nays, 
twenty-four only rising in the affirmative. 
Mr. FOSTER’S motion to recommit was re- | 


‘Mr. FOSTER said he was only sorry that the | 
thirty-seven members had not voted for the call of | 
the yeas and nays. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
was concurred in. 

Mr. SPEIGHT then offered his amendment. 

Mr.J Q@. ADAMS opposed the amendmentand | 
resolution. The Constitution (he said) declared | 
that no money should be drawn from the Treasuy | 
but in consequence of an appropriation by law. | 
Nothing could become a law but that which waa | 
introduced in the form of a bill. Every bill, be- | 


fore it shall become a law, must be presented to || 


the President of the United States for his approval | 
and signature. This (said Mr. A.) is the first | 
instance of an attempt to appropriate money by | 
joint resolution. There was not a single instance | 
of the kind on the statute books. If the resolu- | 
tion passed, he hoped the appropriation would be | 
stricken out. 


Mr. SPEIGHT had, he said, but one motive in 
offering his amendment; it was to put the new 
members on the footing with the old members, in 
respect to being furnished with books. He pro- 
| posed to furnish the new members with the nine 
| volumes of the Register of Debates, and the old 
| members with the last volume. He also stated, 
| upon the authority of a letter from Messrs. Gales 
& Seaton, that this work must be discontinued, 
for want of patronage, unless the patronage of 
Congress should be continued to it. Inconclusion, 
| Mr. 8. said, that unless we got books for the new 

members, he should propose that the old members 
should bring all the books which they have here- 
tofore received, put them down in a pile, and 


|| divide them among all the members. 


| Mr. FOSTER. I will join you in that, sir. 
| Mr. McDUFFIE suggested that if ** appropri- 
| ated’’ was stricken out of the joint resolution, it 
might obviate the objection of the honorable mem- 
ber from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Speicut’s amendment was read as follows: 


|| strike out after Resolved, and insert ** That the 


| * members of the present Congress who have not 
‘ heretofore received them be supplied by the Clerk 


| © with the same books that have been ordered to 
|| * be furnished to the members of the last Congress; 


‘together with complete sets of the Register of 


|| § Debates, to the ninth volume inclusive, and that 


‘such members of the last Congress as have re- 
‘ ceived parts of the Debates be also furnished with 
‘ volumes necessary to complete their sets to the 
‘ninth volume inclusive, and the expense be paid 
* out of the contingent fund.”’ 

Mr. FOSTER expressed regret that the honor- 
| able member, (Mr. Speicut,] with whom he had 
so long felt pleasure in acting, should have taken 
the lead in making this proposition; but he begged 
to remind the House that upon a former occasion 
they had, by a large majority, declared that these 
| books should not be paid for out of their contin- 
| gent fund. 
| Mr. POLK said he, for one, could not vote for 
| the amendment, because if he did he would there- 
| by be abandoning the great principle for which he 
had always contended, viz: that the House had 
no right to use their contingent fund for such pur- 

poses, or cause any books to be ordered or paid 

for except by a law or by joint resolution. He 
| would state that he was not opposed, but, on the 
| contrary, was willing to vote that the new mem- 
| bers should receive such books as had been voted 
| to the members of the last Congress; but he could 
| not give the former members any in addition to 
| what they had already obtained. 

Mr. GALBRAITH called for the reading of the 
resolution and amendment. 

They were read accordingly; after which 

Mr. SPEIGHT said that he coincided in the 
opinion avowed by the honorable member from 

ennessee as to the principle about the contingent 





Mr. SPEIGHT would say but a few words on | fund; but under the circumstance, he considered 
the question. He would ask if the gentleman || that it was only an act of justice that the new 
means to say that no appropriations haveever been | members should be placed on a similar footing 
made by resolutions? He would refer the gentle- || with the old, and as the Senate did not choose to 
man to a resolution, which he himself introduced, || come.to the House for a joint resolution for the 





at the commencement of the session, for the pur- | 
chase of the bank book. 

Mr. ADAMS. There was no appropriation in 
th 


at. 
Mr. SPEIGHT subscribed, he said, to the.doc- 
trine of the gentleman, that no money can be ap- 
propriated except by law. What is law? The 
expression of the will ef the Legislature, in joint 
resolution, was an expression of that will, and had 
all the sanction of law. He was surprised to hear 
the gentleman assert that no appropriations have | 
ever been made by joint resolution. Appropri- | 
ations had been often made indirectly, and he be- | 
lieved directly, by resolution; and he could point 
out to the gentleman a joint resolution of this 
kind, which he himself sanctioned during his Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. ADAMS. I would be glad if the gentle- 
man would show it. 





| acts soon after, ono 
i 





purchase of such books as they desired, he would 
| not go to them 
| Mr. PARKER was opposed to the amendment. 
| He thought at the time the House had receded 
| from their disagreement to the Senate’s amend- 
| ment to the House appropriation bili that there 
| was an understanding that thenceforth all future 
| purchases of books should be provided for by bills 
| for that purpose, or by a joint resolution of both 
| Houses. 
| Mr. BARRINGER rose to set the member from 
| New Jersey right upon this. He had certainly 
| not supposed there was any such understanding. 
| The Senate, so far from having it, had, by their 
negatived the idea that 
there was any understanding of the kind, for they 
had supplied themselves with books without re- 
garding the disposition of the House on the sub- 
ject. The resolution, as amended, therefore, only 
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the Senate had already done for themselves. 

Mr. JARVIS called 
in the House appropriation bill, specifying the 
items for which the contingent fund was to be 
“—. 

he clause was read, viz: ‘* granting $150,000 

for printing, stationery, &c., to be applied for no 
other purpowe;”’ after which, 

Mr. JARVIS called for the yeas and nays on 
the question. : : 

Mr. PINCKNEY inquired if a motion for 
indefinite postponement was then in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

The House refused to order the yeasand nays; 
ayes 27, noes 137. 

Mr. PINCKNEY said, although he differed in 

r. Sreicut,} that a law and joint resolutions 
were similar; yet it was 
him, by which mode the 
appropriation, for his objection was to the prin- 
ps ew they could appropriate for the purchase 
of books atall. He considered this an appropria- 
tion of the people’s money for the private use of 
the members; as such it was unconstitutional, and 
for which, if they were justified in aapeapeiatiog, 


erfectly immaterial to 


authorized that to be done by the House which 


TH 








The sentbettot having been read, it was 80 modi- do more than place the new members 


|| fied, by inserting ‘* House of Representatives.”’ 


for the reading of the clause | 


| 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS considered the proposition 


| of Mr. McDurriz the most advisable course to be 


|| taken. 


The question on theamendment, as modified by 


} Mr. Sreieut, was then put, and agreed to. 


'| Pinckney to 


i| 
| House were about to abandon a principle for 
|| which they had contended, and to decide that they 
|| had a right to use their contingent fund as they 


— with the member from North Carolina, | 
[i 


| thought proper. 


The question then being on the motion of Mr. 
stpone indefinitely — 


Mr. POLK expressed his deep regret that the 


He had no objection to the pur- 
chase of any books that should be deemed neces- 
sary. All that he desired was, that the purchase 
should be made in pursuance of a specific and 
direct law; not by applying indirectly to attain the 


| object by means of the contingent fund, which he 


| maintained it was unconstitutional to use for such 


louse should make the || 


purposes. The consequence of all this must be, 
that the contingent fund would be exhausted, and 


would not be sufficient to defray their ordinary 


they might just as well appropriate for their _ i 


He 


vate uses all the funds in the Treasury. 
The House were called 


another objection to this. 


nad | 


on to votein the dark; without knowing the amount | 


of the peop'e’s money which they were thus going 
to dispose of. They did not know—they refused 
even to inquire, whether the cost of these books 
would be eight thousand, or eighty thousand dol- 
lars, and if he was correctly informed, the amount 
would be the latter. 
tion of the people to the question, whether the 
House had the right to do this, and he might at 


' 


expenses. He considered the whole difficulty 
would have been obviated, if the member from 
North Carolina [Mr. Speicut] had consented to 
the proposition to make it a joint resolution. 

Mr. AYNE said he should have preferred 
having the books procured by a joint resolution 
of both Houses for that purpose; but if they were 
not to be procured in that way, he would vote for 


| the amendment to obtain them. He considered 


He desired to call the atten- | 


| purchase of books of an ordinary character. 


1| 


the same time inquire if he had not the right to | 


avail himself of that order, although he would not 
make the objection—that members should not vote 
in cases in which they were interested! He moved 
to postpone the resolution indefinitely; and called 
for the yeas and nays on his motion; which having 
been ordered, 

Mr. McDUFFIE said he felt bound by some 
feeling of paternity, to say something in vindica- 
tion of the resolution. 
his colleague, [Mr. P.,] that this resolution made 
an appropriation for the private uses of the mem- 
bers, or that it was unconstitutional forthe House 
to vote upen questions that they were interested 
in. Le would like to know, if the principle held 
good, by what right they voted their pay? Voting 
for the appropriation of $150,000 for their contin- 
gent fund to pay for stationery, pens, knives, &c., 
might be termed voting for thetr private uses on 
the same principle. He maintained that these 
books were all important to the members on pub- 
lic grounds to give them information that would 
the better enable them to ane their public 
duties. He believed that the work could not be 
proceeded with without the aid of Congress, and 
in voting for the works, it was on public grounds 


that this was not a proposition to purchase books 
for the private uses of the members, or for the 
No; 
it was the purchase of what had been done under 
the permission, if not under the authority of Con- 
gress, and which was more illustrative of their 


os proceedings, more necessary to assist mem- 


ers in the discharge of their public duties, than 
any other work that could be obtained. He con- 
sidered that, as all reports of their proceedings; 


| that reporters were permitted into the House for 
| that purpose, by their authority, the registers of 


| debates on subjects that came up, although not 
| in the form of a record, were substantially a part 


He could not agree with || 


| 
' 


1} 


he had done so; having eo received them, he never | 


should take them home, intending to leave them 
here, where they could be of equal advantage to 
his successors, as they had been to himself, and he 
could have desired that there was such an obliga- 
tion inserted when the resolution was originally 


|| of their proceedings, and which were highly valu- 


able as well for the present use of the members, 
as for reference hereafter, to explain to posterity; 
what could not otherwise be explained, the 
grounds upon which, on all important subjects, 
they were induced to act. The question had come 
to this, that if they did not supply themselves 
with the works in their separate capacity, it ap- 
peared they could not have them at all, for the 


Senate had declared that the House had no right | 


_to interfere with them in the use of their contin- |; t i v 
gent fund to make such purchases as they thought | information contained in these dr other books that 
| proper; the constitutional principle of touching it, 


introduced, or even now, that all books should be || 


left in the library for the benefit and use of their 
successors in Congress. 
objection of the member from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Poxk,] he must request the mover of the amend- 
ment Iie. Sre:aur] to modify his resolutions so 
as to have it by joint resolution, and to strike out 
the part terming it ‘‘ appropriate,” which would 
also obvinte the objections of the member from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] 

Mr. SPEIGHT declined making any alteration, 
in consequence of the conduct pursued on this 
subject by the other branch of the Legislature. 
It was for the House, if they thought proper, to 
reject his amendment, and they might then pass a 
joint resolution, which would be equally satisfac- 
tory to him. 

Mr. WAYNE inquired if it was not intended to 
confine the action of the resolution to the House 


only. 
Mr. SPEIGHT replied such was his intention. 


In order to obviate the | 


| 
| 





for the purchase of books, was rejected. 
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| r c 88 to books, 
upon a footing of equality with the old; and if he 
was not mistaken, it not only did this, but also 
proposed to grant to all the members, indiscrimi- 
nately, books not embraced within the resolutions 


of the last Congress. He was willing that ag 
much should be done for the new members in thig 
respect as had been done for the old; and he could, 
at the same time, unite his regrets with honorable 
gentlemen, that the practice had not, from itg 
| commencement, been confined exclusively to pro- 
viding books for the use of members only durin 
the time they remained in office. He begged the 
_ House to look at the practice as applied to indi- 
| viduals—himeelf, for instance. Long before the 
| works contemplated in the resolution could be 
published, his time of office would expire, and the 
| chances were as ten to one at least that he would 
| never come back again; indeed, he was not yet 
| pemenee to say he wished to come back. The 
_ books would then become his own property, and 
his successor, whoever he might be, could not 
derive the slightest benefit from any information 
| they contained. 
| _ He was opposed to the resolution in its present 
shane upon another poe. Upon a previous 
occasion, when one of the appropriation bills was 
_ under consideration, the House disagreed with the 
Senate, and he twice voted (and he believed right- 
ly) to set a limit upon the power of both Houses 
| over the contingent fund, to prevent its application 
to the purposes mentioned in this resolution. He 
| would not now reverse those votes, nor would he, 
/under the name of the contingent expenses of 
| Congress, make oppennmencns for the purchase 
| of books, but would prefer that they should be 
| made the subject of a specific appropriation. 
| Mr. McDUFFIE rose for the purpose of obvia- 
| ting what he considered the only objection that 
| could be urged to the resolution, and which it was 
| in their power to do, to make the books public in- 
| stead of private property; for which purpose he 
moved the following as an amendment, viz.: ** the 
‘sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth volumes of the 
‘ Register of Debates to be deposited in the Library 
‘when the present members retire, for the use of 
‘ their successors. ”’ 

Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired if such an amend- 
ment was in order when there was a motion to 
| postpone? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative, and 

_ that the amendment had precedence of the motion 
_ to postpone. 

Ir. VINTON objected to the new principle 

porgores by the amendment submitted by Mr. 

cDurrig, which he said would go to establish 

that each representative had no occasion for the 


Congress had usually voted, except at the seat of 
Government. He considered that every member 


Mr. CHILTON remarked that he was originally |, paid fully to his constituents a remuneration for 


inclined to vote for the resolution, but upon more 


mature reflection, he was compelled, by a sense of | 


what he owed to his constituents, to vote for the 
motion for indefinite postponement. 
consider it anything else than as a practical in- 
crease by the members of their own pay; and if | 
necessary to be done at all, he would submit the | 
uestion, whether this ought not to be done by a | 
Lisect law, and therefore in such a shape as the 
whole country could understand. As anew mem- 
ber, who was to be benefited if the resolution 


| should be passed, he would rather give up any 


claims he could have than sanction what he must 
consider to be a dangerous principle for the House 


/to act upon, and which must, if not timely ar- 


rested, make the printing of books for the use of 
members the most expensive department of the 
Government. He would vote against the pur- 


| chase of even a solitary book. 


| 


| 





Mr. BROWN aaid it was with some reluctance |, 


he rose to address the House; but as he should 
feel himself compelled to vote against the resolu- 
tion in its present form, he desired to state his 
reasons, that he might not be misunderstood. 

{t must be manifest to all who had listened to 
this discussion, or looked into the previous action 
of Congress upon this subject, that a limit must, 
sooner or later, be put upon the practice heretofore 
pursued of furnishing members with books at the 
public eres, When this resolution was first 
introduced, he did not suppose it was intended to 


Hecould not |! 


_ the value of the books, by answering the calis 
made upon them in their representative capacity 
for information. 

Mr. WISE spoke in favor of the resolution, and 
urged the claims of the new members to be puton 
the same footing with the old members. But even 
if it were an original question, he would vote for 
the purchase of such books as would tend to en- 
lighten him in regard to the history of the logisin- 
| tion of this House. We, sir, (said he,) are at home 
| the oracles of our respective neighborhoods. To 
us the people look for information in regard to the 
| business of this House. As a new member, he 
| expected to acquire more knowledge, preparatory 
| to the discharge of his duties here, during the re- 
_ cess than he could acquire during the session, and 
| he wished to carry with him such documents as 
| were necessary to his instruction. 

The question was taken on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. McDorrir, and rejected. 
| Mr. MANN, of New York, believed that the 
| measure proposed was wrong in principle and in 
| practice. Congress could not Peer become the 
great patron of publishers. Is it true that this is 
_ the work on which the Clerk of this House gave 
| his acceptances, and must we now redeem those 
acceptances? He trusted not. If the work could 
_ not be supported by the patronage of the public, 
_ there was no way to prevent it from going down. 


| He Paget, wy that it was an important work, 
v 


and he should be very sorry to see it discontinued. 
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would not consent, though one of the | day. Can it be, that the State of Virginia has | the question of agreeing to the resolution, as amend- 


members for whose benefit the resolution was in- || come to a premature old age? He trusted not. || ed by Mr. Speieur. 


troduced, to 


‘- public money for our own | 
a benefit. 


he member from Virginia might | 


e assured that, however it was in Virginia, there || that the day of public men in Virginia had gone | 


were no oracles in New York. 


|| Dy. 
Mr. POLK said he would show the House what || Mr. McDUFFIE rose. Though he stood be- | 


extent this system of pensioning publishers on our 
of Congress. He held in his hand a statement from | 
the Secretary of the Senate, showing that during 
the last year that body voted for the purchase of | 
Gales & Seaton’s Debates, $1,940, and for Duff | 
Green’s Compilation of the Land Laws, &c., (1,600 
copies,) over $46,000, and other sums for other 
works. He questioned whether any member of 


the Senate looked at the amount of this expendi- || 


ture at the time when it was made. Thegsame 
was the case with this House. He wished the 
House to understand what oe doing, and 
what they were likely to do. e had beforeus 
the example of the Senate for purchasing 1,600 | 
copies of a work, at the expense of $46,000, to be | 
paid out of a contingent fund of $36,000. 

Mr. WISE asked whether the House had not | 
uniformly been furnished with books by resolu- | 
tion. He hoped that the abuses of the Senate— | 
he did not use the term,in disrespect to that body— | 
would not be followed by the House. We were | 
told by the gentleman from New York, that in | 
New York there are no oracles. He had not used | 
the word ‘* oracles”? in the Delphic sense. The | 
oracles to which he referred, were the stump ora- | 
tors of the country. If there were no such oracles | 
in New York, there were a 
ginia; and he hoped in God that so long as there 
was a green court-yard and a stump to be found 
in Virginia, there would be no lack of such oracles. 
During the spring elections in Virginia, it was the 
custom for the competitors for office in the several | 
counties, to address the people. During the last 
spring, he had himself, he believed, made as many | 
as twenty-seven stump speeches, besides having 
one hundred and fifty cross-road skirmishes. But 
it seems that the constituents of the gentleman are 
so wise that they listen to no such sources of in- 
struction. No doubt they are the salt of the earth, 
and that wisdom wiil perish with them. But still, 
if he had not been much misinformed, there was | 
an oracle in Albany, which does give law to the 
gentleman himself, and to his constituents. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, had not intended, 
he said, to disturb the gentleman’s equanimity, nor 
to draw from him any reflection upon New York. 
Sitting here as a listener, he had often heard the 
gentleman speak about New York, its parties, its 
discipline, and what not; but he had not regarded 
it. He knew that it was quite common, of late, to 
talk in the debates of New York politics, of New 
York magicians, and of the machinery by which 
the politics of the State were supposed to be man- 
age . Sir, the gentleman is totally ignorant of 

ew York. I referred, sir, to the gentleman’s re- 
mark, that the members from Virginia were ora- 
cles in their own districts. I did notknow whether 
he used the term in the Delphic sense, or the stump | 
sense; but, as the gentleman is a classical scholar, 
I thought he had allusion to the classics, and | 
supposed—though, to be sure, it was rather an ex 
travagant supposition—that the members from 
Virginia, a State distinguished in old times for its 
eminent men, called himself an oracle among his 
constituents. Let me tell the gentleman, and others 
who think with him, to come into New York, and 
go among the people. He will find them free, in- 
telligent, virtuous, instructed, and as independent 
in their opinions as any on the face of the globe. 
Under the management at Albany, of which the 
gentleman speaks, we had a free and enlightened 
government, a system of public instruction which 
was unrivalled in the world; a noble system of in- 
ternal improvements; vast, increasing, and rapidly 
developing resources and individual wealth, virtue, 
and happiness. Let the gentleman look at all this, 
and then say, if he chooses, that such a people are 
governed by an oracle at Albany, or elsewhere. 

hat population, he assured the gentleman, was 
not to be influenced either by stump speeches or 
by oracles. Mr. M. continued his remarks, con- 
trasting the former public men of Virginia—upon 
whose political sentiments he was proud to say he 
had formed his own—with those of the present 





emg of them in Vir- || 


_ tween the two gentlemen, yet he had no intention | 
contingent fund had been carried in another branch | to interfere in their strife. He would say, since | 


| they had got upon classical ground, 


* Non nostri tantas componere lites ;” 


| but he wished to bring down the gentlemen from 
| the high political and classical topics upon which 


‘figures which was before the House, &c. 
After some conversation between Mr. J. Q. 


, ADAMSand Mr. POLK, in reference to the doc- || 
'|}ument which the latter had read to the House, | 


| relative to the expenditures of the Senate— 


||. Mr. LANE said, if the object of gentlemen who 


| But the course of the gentleman almost induced || 


| 


| 


| 
| 


|| they had been discoursing, to the small matter of | 


| bers of the inexpediency of its adoption, he could | 


| only say, so far as it regarded himself, they had 
| been truly unfortunate. So far from having heard 
| anything to change, his first impressions had been 
|confirmed. That no one had contributed more 
| largely in producing that result than his honorable 
| friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Poxk.] 

Weare told by that gentleman that the Senate 
have, by a similar resolution, appropriated up- 
i of $40,000 in purchasing books for that 
| body. 

This fact, so far from proving the dangerous 
| tendency of the resolution for which it has been 
| thrown Into the debate, was conclusive to his mind 

of not only the propriety of its adoption, but of its 


|| necessity. 


| of forty-eight members, had found it necessary for 


| House, composed of two hundred and forty mem- 


|| bers, appropriate from the same fund, for a similar 
|| purpose, the sum of $4,000 contemplated by the 


resolution. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


The House refused to order them; and the rego- 


| him to believe—stranger as he was to this body— | lution as amended, &c., was agreed to, and 


The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, March 17, 1834. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, agreeably to notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a resolution to 
enable the Committee on Public Lands to employ 
a clerk to record the testimony about being taken 
before that committee, relative to alleged frauds in 
the land offices; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated the 


| proceedings of a numerous meeting of freeholders 


‘| and voters of the country of Shenandoah, Vir- 
| had occupied the floor for the last hour in opposi- | 
| tion to the resolution, had been to convince mem- | 


1} 


ginia, approving of the course of the Administra- 
tion, objecting to the restoration of the public 
deposites, and against the recharter of the Bank of 
the United States. ‘The proceedings having been 
read— 

Mr. TYLER said he rose for the purpose of 
moving the printing of these proceedings, and 
_ their reference to the Committeeon Finance. He 
| further said, that as one of the representatives of 
Virginia here, he would have taken great pleasure 
in making known the sentiments of any portion of 
her citizens, if they had made known their senti- 
ments to him, without any regard to their political 
principles; and he would have been pleased, on 


| this occasion, to have been the medium of present- 


|| a full and faithful discharge of their duties to ex- || 
‘| pend that sum, how much greater the necessity, || 
|} and with how much more propriety, may this 


has told us gravely, he will vote against the res- || 


|| olution in any shape, though he had received the || 
same books now contemplated to be furnished new || 
|| members, in order to place them in that respect | 
on an equality with the old, by virtue of a similar || 


| resolution. 
The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 


| Pinckney] informs the House that he has arrived | 


| at the same conclusions, and therefore had made 
| the motion for indefinite postponement, with the 


| own funds. A most excellent reason for voting 
| against the resolution, and especially for the gen- 
| tleman from Kentucky. 


|in reply to the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. | 
| Wise,] informs the House, they have no oracles | 


| in New York; that his constituents will not con- 


| 
| 


| exception that he had paid for the books out of his || 

‘| would not be found differing. 
| might, in relation to some of 
| tained in these resolutions, he cordially agreed 
The gentleman from New York. [Mr. Mann,] | 


| sult him as to what had been done in this House. |, 
| If that be true, so much greater the necessity of || 
these books, that his constituents may read and 1 


_ judge for themselves. 


| Mr. L. said he was differently situated; his con- | 


| stituents would no doubt make many inquiries in |, 
| relation to the action of this House and the part he || 
| had taken, and to answer, and satisfactorily to an- || 


the way they have been furnished to the old mem- 
bers. He considered the books for the new mem- 
bers not only as an act of justice, but to enable 


|them to discharge their respective duties here || 
and at home. » He therefore should vote against | 


the motion to postpone. 

After a few remarks in explanation from Mr. 
WISE and Mr. MANN, 

Mr. FOSTER repeated his objections to the 
purchase of books by the contingent fund of the 
House, instead of by a bill for that purpose. 





definitely was decided in the negative—yeas 80 
nays 115. 
Mr. CHILTON called for the yeas and nays on 


swer, any inquiry, he desired to have the books in || 


| 





| 
| 


| 


The question on postponing the resolutions in- || were not wee 


ing their views. But although they had not in- 


| trusted him with this duty, he was not unadvised 
| of these proceedings. 
If the Senate, of whose integrity and intelligence || 


| he entertained the most exalted opinion, composed | 


he people of the county 
of Shenandoah were Whig from a period lon 

anterior to the Revolution. In thatstruggle which 
terminated in the achievement of our independence, 
the people of that county stood by the side of 
those who fought for the country. And such was 


'| their zeal, at that eventful period, that after the 


consummation of the struggle, they even objected 
to the name which the county then held. [t was 
then named Dunmore, after the last of the royal 


|| Governors of Virginia, and they thought that the 
| The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cuitroy] || 


name which it now bears, after the noble river 
which flows through its soil, was more compatible 
with their ideas of liberty. In subsequent con- 
tests in which the country was engaged they had 
been uniformly found with the Republican party, 
headed by Mr. Jefferson. What they were ata 
period anterior to our history, no one has a right 
to question, nor would he now question it. It was 
| his misfortune to see some things in the present 
| posture of our affairs, with different eyes from 
| theirs, and if they had the same opportunities of 
observation which he had here, he believed they 

But be this as it 
the principles con- 


with them. He was opposed to the Bank of the 
United States on broad constitutional grounds. 
And while he differed with them in the assump- 
tion of executive posse he would equally oppose 
the assumption of legislative power. 

The motion to refer and print was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the inhabitants of York 
county, Pennsylvania, opposed to the recharter of 
the Bank of the United States, and against the res- 
toration of the public deposites. 

Mr. WILKINS moved that it be read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 


| After the memorial had been read, 


|} 


Mr. WEBSTER said, indeed he agreed in 
opinion with these people of York, that ‘truth 
was mighty and would prevail;”’ and he thought 
this salutary maxim was likely to be verified in 
their own case. His attention had been requested 
to these proceedings by persons of York, who de- 
sired him to say that this paper grossly misrepre- 
sented them. [Ee was requested to say this by 
persons who were present at the meeting, who 

that those puerilities c.ntained in 
| the paper should be charged upon one of the great- 
| est counties in Pennsylvania. He had a paper in 
' his hands, signed by a number of highly respect- 
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able people of York, protesting against these pro- | tion a sacred right, and therefore he protested i 


ceedings. [Here Mr. W. read some ofthe names, 
inquiring if the Senators from Pennsylvania were 
acquainted with them; upon which Mr. McKean 
replied, he knew some of them to be respectable. } 

r. Wepster continued. These resolutions say 
that they were passed unanimously, with the ex- 
ception of some half dozen yells of persons who 
came there to disturb the harmony of the meeting. 
The men signing this protest say that these reso- 
lutions were rejected by a vote of three to one, and 
that they neither express the sentiments of the 
people of York, nor of the people who attended 
the meeting. He submitted the letter, requesting 
that it might be read. And as it respected these 
memorials, if this was a specimen of those which 
were to be presented forthe purpose of supporting 
the Treasury measure, he thought they would 
require the particular attention of the Senate. He 
agreed with them, that truth was mighty, and 
would prevail. 

Mr. McKEAN said he had not been honored 


| 


with the confidence of either of these parties; he | 
believed, however, that many of the names he had | 


heard were very respectable. 

Mr. POINDEXTER did not object to the pre- 
sentation of petitions or memorials, buthe objected 
to this one. Fle did not knowif it evidenced more 
of ignorance than of insolence; it was very remark- 
able for both. But on its face, in the resolution 
relative to the Bank of the United States, it made 
allusions of direct and palpable corruption, in 
charging an attempt by that institution to purchase 
members of this body. It was also objectionable, 
as being a printed paper cut out of some news- 
paper, and that, too, defaced, and a part struck out 
of it, making a direct personal reflection upon an 
honorable member of the Senate. For himself, he 
would not have presented such a paper. If it had 
been sent to him, he would have sent it back to 
the person from whom it came. [flere Mr. P. 
read one of the resolutions couched in offensive 
language, in reference to Mr. Wenster’s being 
bribed by the Bank of the United States, and his 
vote upon the bill chartering the bank in 1816.} 
Mr. P. said, it was time for the Senate to take care 
of its own dignity. It was assailed by friends of 
the present Chief Magistrate, in terms which 
looked like having been got up in the purlieus of the 

alece, and sent to York county, to be sent back 
ere again. When a direct libel was contained in 
the paper upon an honorable member of this body, 
it was not fit to be recognized by the Senate. It 
bore no signature, no marks of authenticity, and 





| would have gone still further, and have stricken 
/ out the other part objected to by the gentleman 


dove from feelings of delicacy towards an honor- 


against any changing or remodelling of petitions | 
or memorials sent to the Senate for presentation. | 
W hen the presiding officer, or any officer of the 
Senate, was in possession of documents to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate, he could not be permitted, 
with his consent, to erase or mutilate them. 

Mr. WILKINSsaid he owed it to the Senate to 
make an explanation onthis subject. On coming 
into the Senate Chamber this morning, just before 
they were called to order, and before he had time 
to look over these proceedings, they wére put into 
his hands by the presiding officer of the Senate, 
who made some suggestions in relation to the ap- 
plication of a part of them to the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts, and he had also suggested a 
consultation with his colleague upon the prepriety 
of striking out the offensive paragraph. Upon | 
this suggestion, the very difficulty urged by the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Preston} 
occurred to him: how far himselt and colleague 
were right, as representatives of Pennsylvania, in | 
altering a petition or memorial presented from | 
their constituents. If this had been the first case | 
which had been presented, he would have said | 
that they had no authority to interfere. But this 
was the course he adopted, and this paragraph had 
been stricken out. It was done upon consultation 
with his colleague, who consented to share the 
responsibility of it with him; and for himself he 


from Mississippi. Whether there was error in 
this procedure or not he did not know. It was 


March 17, 
respected fellow-citizens of York, and he was not 
apprehensive that he should incur their censure. 
They would appreciate his motives. If not rigidly 
jusufiable, it was certainly excusable, because the 
act was one of delicacy towards a Senator, and did 
notin any way change thesense of the proceedings, 
The great object of the gentlemen of the meeting 
was to express theirsentiments on theall-absorbing 
question of the deposites, and that expression of 
sentiment you yet have entire. 

Mr. PRESTON said the memorial which wag 
the subject of discussion was not the memorial 
which purported to be adopted in York county. 
He would not interfere betweeen the gentlemen 
from Pennsylvania and their constituents, but he 
wished to declare the fact that, after the remodel- 
ling of the petition, it was not the petition of the 





| York district. Why had this been done? Why 


able member of this body, and not thinking it of || 


| tent of his interference, and this was the motive 
| for it. | 
He was willing tosay a word upon another part || 


| respectability of the meeting at which the proceed- 


| the House of Representatives in the last Congress. 


contained the grossest libels against the two |! 


Houses of Congress. There were not two senti- 
ments in the paper which set forth the truth. He 
was against even the reception of the paper. 
Mr. WILKINS asked Mr. Poinpexter to 
mark the exceptionable passages; which he did. 
Mr. PRESTON desired to be informed how the 
paper got before the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT replied, that the pro- || 


ceedings were transmitted to him under cover of a 
letter, which requested him to lay them before the 
Senate. He directed the letter to be read, which 
was done accordingly. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, he had been told, a short 
timeago, that such proceedings would be presented 
here, and that one of the resolutions would beof a 
scandalous character. He then said, that he felt 
some reluctance about laying any of the papers 
before the Senate, because his duty to the Senate 
and his sense of self-respect dictated to him to take 
no notice of such idle scandals. It was due tothe 
Chair, however, to say, that the presiding officer 
of the Senate informed him that one of these reso- 
lutions contained matter that he deemed was offen- 
sive to himself. He told that officer that he was 
aware of it; and the Vict Presipenrt replied, that 
he would not lay the proceedings before the Sen- 
ate, unless some one representing the petitioners 
would take upon himself the responsibility of 
striking out the offensive part. He(Mr. W.) had 
not seen the paper at all; but since he had heard it 
read, he thought it obnoxious to all the censure 
which the gentleman from Mississippi had made 
against it. He thought, therefore, it ought to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON desired to make but a single 
remark. He was astonished at the presentation 
of this petition. He considered the right of peti- 


| which party had the majorityin York. All were || 
|} aiming at public sentiment, because it was that 
| which, when obtained, wou!d settle the question. 





| chusetts should take public sentiment in Pennsyl- | 


facie evidence that the resolutions were carried by 


any consequence to strike out what did not affect | 
the substance of the petition. This was the ex- 


of the subject. There could be no doubt of the 


ings wereadopted. The person whose name stood | 
at the head of it—Adam King—wasa member of ! 


This was some apology for the people of York. | 
We were all aware of the excitement which pre- | 
vailed in reference to the bank. 
question which came so directly home to the feel- 


had fat been obliterated from it which stamped 
it all over with its peculiar character, and which 
made it unworthy of reception, in order to make 
it palatable to us? It was now a thing of a totally 
different character. Members, perhaps, might as- 
sume the responsibility of standing between the 
Senate and their constituents, but the Senators 
from Pennsylvania had nothing to do with this. 
If a memorial may be changed by erasures, may 
it not also be changed ky additions? These were 
very extraordinary times, and it was the duty of 
| the Senate to be on its guard, and take care that 
there be no interception between the people and 
this body. This paper was addressed to us, and 
in its progress from the people here it had been 
essentially changed, and afterwards it had been 
presented to this House. If the officers of this 
House had a right thus to change petitions, we 
had nothing certain. His constituents might send 
memorials here, and ifthey were altered here, they 
were not the representations of his constituents, 
| but of the officers of this House. He was anxious 
that the Senate should look to its rights, and 
| therefore he moved to lay the papers on the table, 
for the purpose of affording an opportunity to 
/take further measures, in case they should be 
necessary. 
| Mr. CLAY thought that, under all the circum- 
| stances it was the duty of the Senate to give a 
| decision which might operate as a precedent in 


There was no || similar cases. He agreed with the gentleman from 
|, South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,j that the paper 


ings of the people, and hence the numerous meet- || had lost its identity—that it was not the memo- 


ings which were assembling in the country. All | 


were struggling to obtain a correct expression of | 
a sentiment on the all-absorbing question 
efore the Senate, and hence arose the question 


He was quite willing the gentleman from Massa- 


vania as his guide, and he was equally willing to 
adopt it as a rule for their decision here. 

One word as to the meeting, and as to which 
party had the majority. He had received a letter 
from Mr. King, informing him that the meeting 
was a very large one—that the room in which it 
met was full to overflowing. We had, then, prima 





a large majority of the meeting, because the pro- | 
ceedings were signed by the officers of the meet- 
ing, who attested the correctness of the proceed- 


rialof York county. And it could not be received 
without admitting that while it was in transitu, or 
| while it was in possession of the officers of this 
| House, it might be altered. And it was true that 
| if a right to alter or erase existed, it might also be 
_ done by addition, and if so, what became of the 
right to petition? The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
varia, [Mr. Wirkins,] said in his place that he 
had received nocommunication from the petitioners 
themselves, or from any persons at the meeting. 
| He believed if a private petition were sent toa 
_member, he might alter as might be necessary. 
| But in this instance it was necessary for the Sen- 
| ate to sanction or disapprove of it, and it appeared 
to him necessary to make a decision once for all 
in such cases. 

He (Mr. C.) was opposed to laying the paper 
on the table, which presupposed that it had been 
| received. He thought it ought not to be received 
-atall. By parliamentary usage the first question 


ings. Somuch for the prima facie evidence. Now, || was, should the paper be received; and although 


as to the protest of the gentleman from Massachuv- || 


setts, that was signed by fifty-three persons of a | 
meeting, and wherein you have the curious asser- 


it was not put, yet it was a question which was 
presupposed and comprehended in the presenta- 
tion; and therefore he would make the motion that 


tion that the resolutions were lost by a vote of || the petition be not received, because it was not 


| three to one. Now, when fifty-three persons of a | genuine, but altered, and because it was ecuched 


meeting composed the om pred in the proportion || in language which ought not to be received by the 
ke 


of three to one, he as how many must have 


composed the whole meeting? And how isit pos- || 
| sible that so very small a minority, consisting of 


but sixteen or eighteen persons, of course, could 
have been sufliciently strong to retain the control 
of the meeting, and bold enough to authenticate 
and transmit the proceedings? The protest itself 


| defeats the object which the signers have in view. 


As he had already said, very strictly speaking, the 
marking of this insulated paragraph, merely indi- 
cating to the Secretary that it should not be read, 
may not have been justifiable; but it was a ques- 
tion between him and a portion of his highly 


shows the improbability of its own story, and 


Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested that the prelim- 
| inary Se always was, shall the paper be 
received? . 
| Mr. KANE said the subject seemed likely to 
| receive serious consideration. Petitions in the 
| grossest language against the presiding officer of 
‘the Senate had heretofore been received. The 
| gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Preston] 

said that the paper was in the hands of the officers 
_of the Senate, and could not, and should not, be 
| altered; and then said that it was to be presented 
"on the responsibility of the presiding officer. He 
| concurred with him in that responsibility, so far 
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as that no member should violate the rules of this } the Senate; but unless that was done, he must | the sense of the Senate on any question of orde 


body, and the same in relation to the presiding | 
officer. If the paper was consistent with the rules | 
of the Senate, he would present it. If itcontained | 
charges against this body, it was his duty to with- | 
hold it. What, then, was to be done? The right 

of petition was sacred, and one which could not 
be infringed; and what was to be done in this in- 
stance? The presiding officer had a duty to per- 
form. A Senator is attacked in a way which the 
presiding officer would not allow from one of his 
compeers on the floor, and the Senators interested | 
had a right to strike out the offensive matter, so 

far as it could be done consistently with preserving 


and securing tothe people the great right of petition. || 


Was not the Senate right to correct and regulate | 
its proceedings so as to secure their own dignity? 
Has it nota right to protect itself against abuses? 
Without infringing the rights of the people, it may 
receive the paper, and direct it to a committee, to | 
expunge the objectionable matter. 
r. KING, of Alabama, said, that a few days | 

ago a very offensive memorial, containing highly | 
derogatory expressions, was presented by some | 
entleman and objected to. e were then met 
os the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Porw- 
DEXTER,| and told that the language there used 
was the court language, and, theretore, proper to 


jects to this memorial because the matter is offen- 
sive, charging corruption to gentlemen of this 
body. He (Mr. K.) had looked into the paper, 
and except the part which had been struck out, 


he perceived no direct or positive charges. The |, 


statements were altogether general, and not near | 
so exceptionable as some resolutions which had | 
been offered by the gentlemen here on their own 
responsibility. (Mr. K. here read the resolution 
alluded to from the meeting of tin-plate workers | 
in Philadelphia.] Now, what could the gentle- 
men say upon this paper, when we had received 
memorials and resolutions here, calculated to throw 
discredit on the Chief Magistrate of the nation | 


and the presiding officer of this body? What was | 


the character of this memorial, or rather preamble, | 
for it was no part of the proceedings, the resolu- | 
tions only having passed which embody what the | 
memorialists have in view? It was customary, | 
in presenting memorials, when there were offensive | 
remarks in them against any member of Congress, 
to strike a pen across them, because it was not 
violating or affecting the objects sought to be 
attained. 

He did not agree with the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catuoun,] that it was a 
question as to the reception of the paper. The 


rule of the Senate requires the contents of a me- | 


morial to be briefly stated, but when it is read, 


the silence of the House, or dispensing with the 
formality of reading, was a reception of it. He 
was surprised at the honorable gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Preston,] protesting against 
the course which had been pursued by the hon- | 
orable Senators from Pennsylvania. Nothing had 
been done, but what was proper to be done. It 
was nothing but expunging the offensive matter. 
And he would enter his protest against any attempt 
to influence the public mind that any officer of the | 
Senate had any disposition to change a memorial | 
presented here. | 
Mr. WRIGHT said he rose to state a fact, as | 
he thought bearing directly upon what had been | 
harshly termed the mutilation of the paper now 
under consideration, and he did it under a convic- 
tion that he was bound to do it as an act of justice 
to the presiding officer. A few days ago a memo- 
rial from the State of New York, from the county 
of Warren, in that State; was transmitted to an | 
honorable Senator not from that State, with a re- 
quest that he would present it to the Senate; that | 
honorable Senator, upon examining the memorial, 
found in it a clause which he considered as con- 
taining offensive matter (said Mr. W.) towards 
himself. The honorable Senator, as he (Mr. W.) | 
subsequently learned from him, handed the me- 
morial to a member of Congress from that State, 
being in the vicinity of the petitioners, and told that 
member of Congress, if he considered himself au- 
thorized to strike out of the memorial the offensive | 
clause, he should be willing to comply with the 
request of the petitioners, and present the paper to | 








his pen and struck out the exceptionable clause, 


and in that shape the paper was presented by the | 


Senator, received by the Senate, read, referred, and 
rinted; and in that shape it is now upon our files. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


| decline to present the memorial. The member took |, This latter provision is peculiar to this body, and 


if was not the memorial which was sent here, but | 


| it was that memorial, altered as he had related. 


| to Mr. W. his embarrassment in relation to the 
| paper now before the Senate, in consequence of the 


ne, an in a casual conversation he mentioned | 


| ber of this body, and he (Mr. W.) related to him | 


| the circumstances which he had just detailed to 


| the Senate. He did not doubt that this conver- 
| 


| sation might have induced the presiding officer’s | 


| Suggestion to the honorable Senators from the | 


|| influenced them in striking out the paragraph from 
|| this paper. 


| an improper act, or made an improper suggestion, 
| in speaking to the member of the other House 


|| as to striking out the offensive matter from the 


memorial, the transaction furnished conclusive evi- 


‘ \ || dence to his mind that the Senator’s motives were 
be used in a memorial. Now, that gentleman ob- || 


highly honorable, and personally he feit under the 
strongest obligations to him for the course he had 
| pursued. 


. | 
‘| He would add one word more in reference to 
what had fallen from the Senator from South Car- | 


olina, [Mr. Preston.] He (Mr. W.) always un- 


| ber of this body was responsible for any paper 


body than papers thus sent to any other member 
of the body; and he, therefore, supposed that the 
instance of the alteration of a paper, which he had 
related, was in all respects parallel to the case now 
| before the Senate. Any attempt to distinguish the 
cases does not seem to be possible. 

Mr. WEBSTER having suggested that if the 
Vice Presipent now believed that the paper was 
one which ought not to have been presented to the 
Senate, the Senate ought to grant him leave to 
withdraw it. He merely made the suggestion upon 
the supposition that the presiding officer was satis- 
| fied the paper was exceptionable, and such a one 
| ws ought not to have been presented. 

When the debate closed, and before putting the 


morit | question on the motion’ made by Mr. Cay that 
it is in possession of the Senate. By the Manual, || 


| the memorial should not be received, the VICE 


|| PRESIDENT rose and observed in substance— 


| That it was with much regret that the Chair felt 


1 itself compelled to detain the Senate at sv late an 


hour by any observations of its own, upon a sub- 
| ject which had been already so fully discussed. 
| But as the question to be decided was in its nature 





| proper in itself, but conformable also to parliament- 
ary usage for the Chair to take a part, he felt it 


| 
i one of order, in respect to which it was not only 
| 


due as well to the Senate as to the Chair, to state || necessary to state this proposition, to render the 


briefly not only the considerations by which its 


'| course had been influenced in the particular case 


now befere the Senate, but also the general prin- 
ciples which the Chair had adopted for its govern- 
ment in regard to the subject-matter out of which 
it had arisen. He believed such a course on his 
part necessary to a correct understanding of the 


immediate question under discussion, and that it | 


could not fail to be useful in future. 
press provision of the Constitution, the Senate is 


authorized to ‘* determine the rules of its proceed. || 
ings.’’ By this provision of the Constiiution the | 
rules of order in its proceedings are subjected to | 


i} 


the legislation of the Senate without restriction, 


| State from which this paper comes, and might have | 


2 ee tt 


245 


r. 


its rules are, in that respect, unlike those of the 
other branch of the Legislature. But liule can- 
| Versant with questions of order, and anxious to 
regulate its course by the best lights that could be 
obtained, the Chair thought it proper, at an earl 


red |, day, to look into the practical interpretation whic 
| He (Mr. W.) met the presiding officer this morn- | 


had been given to the authority thus conferred on 
it by those who had preceded the present incum- 
bent in the occupation of the chair. Upon that 


: Poeun : |, examination it was found that it had generally been 
| offensive remarks contained in it towards a mem- || 


the practice of the Chair, and especially upon im- 
portant points of order, to take the sense of the 
Senate in respect to therm in the first instance, when- 
ever there was, in its judgment, sufficient question 
as to the proper course of proceeding to render such 
'astep advisable. Having regard to the character 
and construction of the body, this mode of proceed- 


|| ing appeared to the presiding officer to be not only 


|| discreet in itself, but he thought it would give to 


Now, without having entertained a thought that | this peculiar provision an effect more conformable 


the Senator, in the case he had related, had done | 


to the respect which was justly due to the Senate 
from a presiding officer not chosen by itself. The 
Chair, therefore, felt no difficulty in adopting itas 
a rule for its own conduct. Why that course could 
not be pursued upon the first presentation of the 
papers in question, consistently with other and 
paramount considerations, and why it is not only 


|| most proper, but highly desirable, that the sense 
| of the Senate should now be taken upon the im- 


derstood heretofore, and still did, that every mem- | 


|| he presented to this body, and that the presiding || 
officer was equally responsible for papers he pre- | 
sented to the Senate; but Mr. W. did not under- || 
stand that papers directed to the presiding officer, | 
with a request that he will lay them before the | 
Senate, were any more in the possession of thia | 


| 


\ 


j 


j 
| 


mediate question before it, he trusted would be 
made quite obvious in the succeeding observations, 
which he felt it his duty to submit. 

The subject-matter out of which the present 
question has arisen, presents two points for decis- 
ion; that is to say, first, Does a communication 
intended to be laid vefore the Senate through the 
medium of the presiding officer, from the moment 
of its reception by the Chair, become, ipso facto, 
as is contended, the property and part ot the ar- 
chives of the Senate, so as to deprive the Chair of 
all discretion, as to the disposition to be made of 
| it, without the approbation of the ee And, if 
‘that be not the case, then, secondly, Under what 
| responsibility does the Chair rest to the Senate, 
| in regard to the character of the communications 
| which it suffers to reach the body through ita 
| 


| agency. 

These are certainly questions of a very grave 
character, well deserving the deliberate cornsidera- 
tion of the Senate. They are questions in respect 
to which there would seem to be a diversity of 
opinion among the members; and it is certainly 
far from being the intention of the Chair to pass, 
in this ferm,upon the correctness of the conflicting 
deductions which have, in this respect, been drawn 
| from the premises before us, by honorable Sena- 

tors. Its only purpose is, to state its own views, 
and in doing 80, it feels that it may safely assume, 
| that if it be correct to say that the Chair has no 
| rightful authority over communications addressed 

to it for the use of the Senate; no right to return 
them to those from whom they came; to deliver 
| them over to their representative on this floor, and 
| withhold them from the Senate, then most clearly 
| the Chair cannot be held responsible for the con- 
| tents of any paper thus presented. It can only be 
| incongruity and injustice of the opposing preten- 
| sions obvious to the meanest capacity, and to secure 


|| its rejection by every unprejudiced mind. What, 


By the ex- || from responsibility, there is no rule that could be 


other than such as may be found to result from | 
other and express provisions of the Constitution. || into a portion of the Senatorial archives. But the 
This right has been exercised by the Senate by |, Chair has not been able to satisfy itself that it 
means of the rules which it has from time to time || could thus be relieved from a duty which it owed 


established. 


nevertheless, to an appeal to the Senate. They 


| 


These rules provide that every question of || 
order shall be decided by the President, sulsect, | 


| then, is the true rule as to the power and duties of 
| the Chair, in regard to the disposition of papers 
| addressed to it, with a view to their submission 
| to the Senate? Could the Chair allow itself to 
| consult its convenience only, and to relieve itself 
| 


| suggested by which those objects would be more 

effectually accomplished, than that which has been 
| contended for, by which its office, in this respect, 
is converted into one of a purely ministerial char- 
| acter, and by which every paper received by it 
'for the use of the Senate is at once converted 


| to the Senate. It has, on the contrary, considered 
it to be a portion of that duty to withhold such 
communications, as, in the exercise of ite best dis- 
cretion, it considered to be so framed, as to render 


provide further, that the President may call for || their presentation inconsistent with the respect due 





— 
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to the Senate, as well as such as were, from other 
considerations, justly subject to the operation of 
the same rule. 
communications are not received by the Chair, 
with a request to have them Inid before the Senate, 
in respect to which it is ee that their authors 
are suffering under mental aberrations. 

nications of this sort, of which many are constant- 


TH 


Scarcely a week passes in which | 


Commu- | 


ly in the possession of the Chair, would, on the 


supposition referred to, be entitled to the disposi- 


tion which is claimed for the paper under consid- | 


eration. 

But the exercise of the discretion referred to, 
has not been confined by the Chair to papers of 
this description, which eee sae be regarded as 
extreme cases. It has, on the contrary, felt it to 
be within the line of its duty to withhold from the 
Senate communications which, however high and 
sound the source from which they emanated, con- 
tained reflections upon the Senate plainly deroga- 
tory to itshonor. It is but a few weekseince that 
the Chair received, with a request to Jay them be- 
fore the Senate, the wv of a public meet- 
iug held in the city of Philadelphia, which, it was 
obvious, had been a very large one, and which the 
Chair does not doubt to have been also very repect- 
able, in which the severest censure was denounced 
against this body, for an act in which the present 
incumbent of the Chair happened to have had a 
perticular interest. Under the influence of the 
sense of duty which has been expressed, the Chair 


to the Senate to prescribe to a suffering people the 
language in which they should call upon their 
representatives for a redress of grievances. In 
these proceedings the Chair was not inclined, on 
account of its relation to the subject, to take part; 
nor cold it, perhaps, have done so with propriety 
if its inclinations had been otherwise. 

Although, as has been observed, the difficulties 
of the Chair in the performance of this part of its 


| duties, at all times delicate, were thereby unavoid- 


did not hesitate to deliver the paper to one of the | 


Senators from that State, with a request that it 
should be respectfully returned to the source from 
which it had come, with the information that the 


® paper containing such matter before the Senate. 
The Chair would have preferred in this, as it would 


ably increased, its opinion was not changed in 
respect to the principles which it had adopted. 
Acting upon that principle, the Chair declined to 
submit the proceedings in question to the Senate, 
although well satisfied of the respectability of the 
source from whence they emanated, because they 
contained improper reflections upon one of its 
members by name. Although the Chair partici- 
pated so far, at least, in the sentiments alluded to, 
as tu be willing to extend the most liberal indul- 
gence to the right of petition, it could not regard 


it as consistent with the peculiar relations in which || 
it stood towards this body, to permit othersto say | 


to it, ina petition presented through the agency 
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the principle was distinctly and solemnly avowed, | hold them up for further advisement and exami 
that in a period like the present, it did not belong | tion, and that it was in consequence of hearin 


of the Chair, that for which it would be the duty of | 


the Chair to call a Senater to order, when uttered 
orally in respect to one of his compeers on this 
floor. The Chair, therefore, delivered the paper 
to one of the Senators from Pennsylvania, and 
accompanied it by a declaration that unless he 
and his colleague felt themselves authorized to 
suppress the exceptionable matter, the Chair could 


|| not reconcile it to its sense of duty to present it 
Chair felt it to be inconsistent with its duty tolay | 


in every similar case, to have pursued the course | 


authorized by the rules of the Senate, and which 
has heretofore, in other respects, been so exten- 
sively adopted, of taking the sense of the Senate, 
in the first instance, upon the propriety of receiv- 
ing or aes in question. But it has hitherto 
appeared to the Chair that that could not well he 
done without exposing the Senate to the indignity 
against which the discretion exercised by the Chair 
was calculated to protect it, viz: the indignity of 
having a paper read to it which reflected upon its 
character and motives. 

The Chair has thought it proper to be thus par- 
ticular in the statement of its views and practice, 
to the end, that if the opinion which has been so 
confidently advanced, that every paper received 
by the Chair becomes the property of the Senate, 
subject to its exclusive disposition, be that of the 
body, the fact may be authoritatively announced, 
either in the form of a rule or decision of the Sen- 
ate, and thus made the rule of conduct for the 
future. 
which the Chair entertains for the 
it has the honor to preside, as well as a sense of 
duty, will induce it to won’ the same into execu- 
tion. But the Chair has 
regard this as an erroneous view of the subject, 
and it has already stated its own impressions as to 
the nature and extent of the responsibility under 


this portion of its official duties. 
In taking upon itself the exercise of the discre- 


| 


| 
' 
| 
} 


|| paper. 
| thut these proceedings, the erasure of a part of | 
|| which is deemed so objectionable, are but a part 
If such a rule were a the — I] 

0d y over which | 


tion before stated, the Chair was by no means || 
unapprized of the extent and delicacy of the re- | 


sponsibility which, without previous reference to | 


the wishes of the Senate, it assumed, but which it 


| by the bank. 


} 


to the Senate. Upon that question the Chair did 
not, of course, express its opinion; but it regards 
| it as due, as well to the honorable Senators from 
that State as to itself, to say, thatif it had regarded 


such an act on their part to be liable to any just | 


| exception, it would never have submitted the 
| paper to them with any such suggestion. It did 

not so ae it; and, least of all, could it have 
| anticipated that an act done under the circum- 
| stances, and from the motives by which it was 
| charagterized, would have elicited the exceptions 
| which have been made to it. The facts and cir- 
| cumstances of the case were now before the Sen- 


| ate; and whatever difference of opinion may exist 
, 


|| as to their effect upon the question of the validity 


of the paper in its present state, the Chair is quite 
| confident there can be none as to the correctness 
| of the motives by which the transaction has been 
characterized. ’ 

This, however, is not the only objection that 
has been raised against the presentation of the 
It was objected by an honorable Senator 


| 
\ 
! 


of a common newspaper, without even the auto- 
graph signature of any of the presiding officers, 
or other mark of authenticity; and, therefore, not 


|| admissibleaccording to parliamen'ary usage. That 
elt itself constrained to | 


objection has, however, been fully answered by 
| the reading of the original letter from the commit- 
tee appointed by the meeting to communicate its 


| re to the Chair, and which is before the 
which it rested to the Senate, in the discharge of | 5 


enate in the state in which it was received, but 
| which had been overlooked by the acting Secre- 


|| tary of the Senate. 
| But it is further objected that the paper in ques- 


tion does still contain exceptionable matter, inas- 
much as it charges the corruption of Congress 
he Chair has no hesitation to 


cheerfully encountered with the view of upholding || say, that if the paper had appeared to it to be 


the true dignity of a body, to the advancement of 
whose highest interest it had determined to devote 
itself. 


susceptible of that construction, it would not have 


] deemed it proper, upon its own mere motion, 
|| to lay it before the Senate. 


Upon the brief and 


The difficulties of a successful discharge of this || cursory examination which it was alone in the 
|| power of the Chair to give its contents, extended 


trust in the particular case under consideration, 
had, moreover, been in no small degree increased 
by the course which was taken by the Senate, and 
by the character of the debate, on the 
of i 


which have recently been acted upon. 
known that the Senate, although its attention was 
directly calied to their exceptionable character, de- 
cided in those cases to receive papers which, on 
account of the reflections they respectively con- 
tained upon the body and its presiding officer, 
they refused to refer or to print; and that in the 


| 


part of some || 
ts members, in two cases similar in principle, || 
It was well | 


/as they are, they did not strike the Chair as 


_ charging more than a disposition upon the part of 


the bank to corrupt Congress and the press. 
is the Chair now satisfi 


Nor 
that the proceedings in 


| they have been subjected by the Senate, they are 


| 


| 
j 


i 


| certainly found to contain many injurious insinu- 
| ations, do contain the charge of practised corrup- 
| tion of the Legislature. The Chair, perhaps, 
| Owes it to itself to state, that before presenting 
| the proceedings, it suggested to the Senator more 


_ March 17, 


na- 


from that Senator that he had a response to the 
_ proceedings in bis possession, that he would prob- 
,ably make some observations upon them, and 

that he would prefer to have them presented forth- 
| with, that the Chair was induced to present them 

this morning. But, whatever may be the just 
| construction of their contents, it is in the power 

of the Senate to make such a disposition of them, 
upon the motion made by the Senator from Ken- 
| tucky, as may be deemed most consistent with 
| justice and the respect that is due to the body. 

In regard to the suggestion that the Chair should 
ask permission to withdraw the paper, it has on| 
to say, that it thinks it in every respect desirable 
| that the Senate should itself now eXpress an opin- 

ion upon the point presented to its consideration 
by the pending motion. Such a decision is par- 
ticularly important in the present agitated state of 
the country, and in view of the great probability 
that cases of the same kind may again arise, if not 
penne by the formal decision of the Senate. 

‘o have taken its opinion upon the subject in the 
first instance under the rule of the Senate, would 
| have been the choice, of course, of the Chair, had 

it not been for the difficulty which has Leen refer- 
'red to. The subject is now before the Senate. 
Whatever room there may be fora difference of 
opinion as to the strict propriety of the course 
which had been taken, there cannot be any, it is 
hoped, in respect to the motives and intentions 
which prompted to that course. Upon this point, 
the Chair does not feel itself to be under the slight- 
est necessity to indulge in protestations or assu- 
| rances of any kind. It is fully persuaded that no 
unprejudiced mind will, for a moment, hesitate in 





|| believing, that its conduct in the whole matter has, 


| so far at least as intention is involved, been con- 
trolled by the principles which were avowed by the 
Chair at the threshold of its duty, and which, it is 
| well assured, have been most faithfully adhered to. 
| Why, then, should the decision of the Senate be 
| superseded through its agency? It can perceive 


|, no good reason for such a course, whilst many are 


| 


opposed to its adoption. Independently of the 
| intrinsic importance of such a decision, there are 
| other considerations of a still more imperative 
| character. 


|| As has already been stated, the Senate has here- 
|| tofore decided to receive communications from 


uestion, although upon the examination to which | 


the people upon this subject, which, on account of 
_ the injurious reflections they contained, as well on 


|| the Senate as on its presiding officer, it refused to 


/commitor print. The subject having, then, enter- 
_ed into the deliberation and decision of the Senate, 
it is desirable that all further action upon it should 
be under its control, when that can, as in the pres- 
ent case, be done without impropriety. Again, a 
grave question has been made, and fully discussed, 
as to the control of Senators over the communica- 
| tions of their constituents, under circumstances 
like the present. It is proper, also, that that point 
should be settled by the Senate. To render the 
proposed course admissible on the part, of the 
Chair, there should at least be unanimity on the 
part of the Senate in desiring it. Such appears not 
to be thecase. Itisnotonly expressly objected to 
| by Senators, but there obviously appears to be a 
_ diversity of opinion amongst the members upon 
| the abstract question, whether the paper should be 
received or not. Under such circumstances, and 
without noticing an objection of order, which 
_would render the step improper without unani- 
mous consent—a consent which has already been 
| refused—the Chair cannot but think that it will 
| best discharge its duties tu all parties, by allowing 
the question before the Senaie, and upon which 
the yeas and nays have been already ordered, to 
_ve taken. . 
| The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
PRESTON, BIBB, FORSYTH, and others, when 
| the question, ‘* Will the Senate receive the paper ?”’ 
| was negatived, as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane,King of Alabama, 
| King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Mangum, Mor- 
ris, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Ti pton, White, 
Wilkins, and Wright—20. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Leigh, 


discussion which arose upon their presentation, \| directly referred to by them, its willingness to || Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Preston, 











Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard Sprague,Swift, | 
Tomlinson, Waggaman, and Webster—24. | 
So the Senate refused to receive the proceedings | 


i 
} 


of the York county meeting. 


Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he should to- | 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to recharter 
the Bank of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, at a quarter 
before six o’clock, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, March 17, 1834. 


Mr. WiitraM Jackson, elected a Representative 
from Massachusetts, appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 


The SPEAKER announced the Virginia reso- 
lutions as the unfinished business of Monday last; 
Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, being entitled | 
to the floor. 

Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS asked leave of the House 
to submit a motion to call the States for the recep- 
tion of petitions and memorials. 

Mr. PINCKNEY would yield the floor, he 
said, to the gentleman from Massachusetts, for the 
purpose of enabling him to present the resolutions 


of his State, with the understanding tfat, after he | 


had presented them, he (Mr. P.) should have an 
opportunity to proceed with his remarks. 

After some further conversation, Mr. Pinckney 
ielded the floor, for the purpose of calling all the 
tates in order, in compliance with the wishes of 

the House. 

Mr. JARVIS, of Maine, presented a memorial 
from sundry citizens of Eastport, Maine, praying 
the restoration of the deposites. Read, and or- 
dered to be printed. ° 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial of similar 
import, from citizens of some place in Maine, the 
name of which we could not hear. 

The memorial, without reading, was ordered to 
be printed. 

he SPEAKER presented to the House a com- 
munication signed by John C. Churchill and 
others, of Portland, in Maine, submitting to the 
House explanations in regard to some statements 
made on the floor of the House by a Representa- 
tive from Maine, in relation to a memorial some 
weeks ago presented to the House, from a portion 
of the citizens of Portland. The letter having 
been read— 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said, the communica- 
tion which has just been read, quotes a portion of 
the remarks which he had the honor to submit to 
the House on the occasion of his presenting certain 
resolutions emanating from the city of Portland, 
relating to the public deposites. I ask the indul- 
gence of the House in making a few observations 
respecting it. 

eave being granted, Mr. S. proceeded— 

Although the communication has been written 
in a spirit of complaint, it will be found, upon ex- 
amination, not to controvert any of the statements 
which he had previously made to the House. The 
gales. said he, who have sent it here, know 

ull well, and the community surrounding them 
know full well, that the truth would not bear out 
such a contradiction of me. 

What, sir, says this communication? Why 
that these eight gentlemen are not, and have not 
been, opponents of the National Administration. 
Sir, did. r so represent them, be the fact how it 
may? Not at all. The language which they 
oe from me does not so represent them; and 

ese gentlemen, therefore, only exhibitthemselves 
in the suspicious attitude of pleading not guilty to 
a charge which had not been made against them. 
And what does the fact argue to an intelligent 
mind? Sir, a conscience void of offence fears no 
accuser. A conscience that is guilty of offence, 
needs no accuser. 

But, sir, these gentlemen have not been pleased 
to quote the definite language which I used. I 
said, sir, that a majority of the signers of the resolu- 








tions had their names no less distinctly associated 
with every measure of opposition to the Adminis- 


tration which had been at any time concerted in 
the city of Portland. And doa majority of them 
deny it? Notatall. Doeven these eight gentle- 
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men deny it? Not at all. The gentlemen to 


| posnacing the: fest: peocicential cleetion, quncienes | not felt, but lacking moral courage to meet him and 





whom I thus alluded have been too open, too de- 
cided, and, as I have no doubt, too honest in their 
hostility to the Administration, to deny it here or 
elsewhere. They are, sir, as I willingly bear testi- 
mony, not of that class of politiciansin Maine who 


| are capable of professing a friendship for the Ad- 


ministration which they do not feel. Besides, sir, 
1 have before me documents* which bear their sig- 


ured denunciations of the Administration. 
was I fortified by truth in my representation, 
I did not mean to include, and I did not include— 


ready to reassert—l did not include the writers 
of this communication among the open opponents 


| of the Administration, nor with the majority of | 
But, sir, I might have said of at || 


whom I spoke. 
least six in the eight gentlemen, that which will 
account to the Housefor the extreme sensitiveness | 


|| which they now manifest at a charge which I did | 


not make against them. I might have said, sir, 
that they were, and still are, members of a faction 
in Portland, who supported a bought-up press in 
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|| and led on, and urged on, 
|| potentiary to the Netherlands—by a judge and 
clerk of the district court of the United States, who 
| opened the court-room of the Government, night 
| after night, to caucus and discipline their little 
| squadron of political disorganizers in, and by the 
| city postmaster, and the collector of the port of 
| Portland, who had in his train some three or four 


| subordinate officers, appointed but a short time 
natures to most decided, unequivocal, and unmeas- | 


Thus |! 


} 
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|| ship for the Administration. 
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by an ex-minister pleni- 


before for the special purpose—yes, for no other 
reason under heaven than that of wielding an 


|| additional influence against the Administration 


: || party. 
for I said only what I meant, and what | am now | 


Sir, called upon, as I have been by this letter, 
to be thus particular in explaining the political 


| relationship of the gentlemen who have sent it, 


I feel also bound to say, that such as the facts 
stated imply, is also the character of their friend- 
They do indeed 
rofess friendship for the Administration, but they 
ave recourse to measures, in conjunction with its 


| most relentless opponents, calculated to defeat it, 


that city that was opposed to the election of both || 


the Administration candidate for Governor in | 
Maine, and the Administration candidate fer Con- 
gress in Cumberland district—of a faction, sir, so 
weak and impotent as to obtain no more than 407 
votes of about 7,500 given in that district; and 
this, too, notwithstanding they were marshalled, 





* The following extracts from the documents to 
which Mr. Smith alluded, issued at Portland, just | 


by the names of a majority of those who signed 
the above-named ‘‘ no party”’ resolutions as com- 
mittee-men,and with whom theabove letter-wriiers 
are now in communion on the bank question. The 
first document commences in the following no 
party strain: 

‘© The subscribers, merchants and ship-holders 
‘of Portland, who have never before acted together 
‘ but for commercial purposes, nor even attempted, 
‘ as a body, to influence the political opinions of their | 
* fellow-men, although it will not be denied, per- | 
‘ haps, by any ship-holder here, that they have had | 
‘ the power to a much greater degree than has ever | 
‘been believed by their townsmen, who are not | 
‘ engaged in commerce, have come to the conclu- | 
‘sion, after much and careful inquiry, that it is | 
‘ now their duly to manifest their political opinions, | 
‘ without reserve; and to call upon their fellow- 
‘ sufferers, who are engaged in navigation, or other- | 
‘ wise dependent upon trade or the mechanic arts 
* for the support of their families, &c. * * *| 
* Hitherto, it has been comparatively of no conse- | 
‘quence to the merchants of the United States | 
‘ who was President of the United States. Now | 
‘it has become a matter of life and death, as they | 
‘ believe.” 


Then follows a long appeal against the reélec- 
tion of President Jackson. 

The second document, emanating from the same 
source, says: ** We address ourselves to no party,”’ 
&c. ‘* Mostofusareno politicians. Many have | 
‘ never before meddled with politics, &c. any | 
‘are about leaving the stage, &c. However we | 
‘may differ in all other things, we unite in a de- | 
‘sire that this may be regarded as no party ques- | 
‘tion,’”’? &c. The document then proceeds o say | 
of the President, ‘‘ after four years of trial, under | 
‘every advantage of popularity and predeter- | 
‘mined favor, multitudes of his warmest friends | 
* have been obliged to abandon him; while others | 








‘declare that he has not only done all that was || 


‘foretold of him by his ungenerous adversaries, | 
‘but more and worse; and that had anything like | 
‘the truth been apprehended, he would never | 
‘ have reached the place he now occupies.”” ‘* Be- | 
‘ fore his elevation, he professed to love his coun- 


‘try, and to revere the Constitution; and even his || 


‘ adversaries believed him, and attributed his errors | 
‘toa mistaken but honest zeal. Notwithstanding | 
‘which, by a series of pinecT usuRPATIONS, &C., | 
‘he has set himself above his associated co-execu- | 
‘tive, the Senate of the United States—above the | 
‘ supreme judiciary —above the supreme legislative 
‘ power—thereby constituting himself the common 
‘superior of the Senate, the judiciary, and the 
‘ Congress of these United States of America.”’ 








| 
| 
} 


i 
j 





| 


and overwhelm itin disgrace. They do, indeed, 
profess friendship for the President, and their arma 
are nerved amid proffered essurances of ready 
support of him. But, sir, their arms are in fact 


| nerved only for an opportunity of thrusting home 


more successfully to the vitals of his exalted fame, 
the daggers which are concealed beneath their 
robes. 

Sir, it has been the signal fortune of President 
Jackson, since presiding over the affairs of this 
nation, to have many such sunshine friends in 
different sections of the Union—men who are 
capable of betraying, under cover of a friendship 


his measures in open combat, under the unfurled 
banner ofthat hostility which ranklesat their hearts. 


| But in despite of them, sir, he has triumphed as 


man never before triumphed. In despite of them, 
the gratitude and admiration of the American 
people—of a free, intelligent, independent people 


|| —have borne him on from one point of honor to 


another, and from one position of glory to another, 
until language itself fails in capacity to express the 
full measure of exaltation, which the hearts of the 
great mass of his countrymen most cheerfully 
accord to. 

But, sir, what more do these eight of the twenty- 
four gentlemen say? Why, that they are not 
friendly to a recharter of the United States Bank. 
Sir, | did not so represent them. The language 
which they quote from me does not so represent 
them. And again are they seen pleading not 
guilty to a charge that was not made against them. 

said, they are friends to the bank: and do not 
their measures make good the declaration? It does 


|| not require a magician to see that the bank has 


many friends who are not yet committed in favor 
of itsrecharter. Itrequires not a prophet to fore- 
tell that the bank will rely, as it does now rely, 
upon many who are opposed to its recharter on 
high consututional grounds, for support of meas- 
ures which are of vital importance to it. And are 
not such persons to be regarded as friends of the 
bank? 

Sir, there are but twosides to the great question 
now agitating the country. 

[The SPEAKER said it was not in order to dis- 
cuss the merits of the bank question.] 

I was intending only to say, sir, (said Mr. S.,) 
that those who acted at all at this crisis, and who 


| act not in support of the Administration, act on the 


side of the bank, and in a spirit of friendship for 
the bank. What, sir, do the resolutions of these 
gentlemen ask? A restoration—an immediate 
restoration of the public deposites. And is not 
this in a spirit of friendship for the bank? Is it 
not in opposition to the Administration?—to the 
great distinguishing feature of the Administration ? 
a feature which, if not sustained, will overwhelm 
the Administration with defeat? Sir, it is among 
this class of friends to the bank that J —_———- 
these gentlemen. It is among this clase that the 
community in which they reside will assign them 
a place. : . 

In conclusion, sir, permit me to add, that if 
there be any issue between these gentlemen and 


| myself upon this subject, most gladly will I go 
| with it, ata proper time, to the people surround- 


ing them. That people know them even ea | know 
them. I respect, them, sir, as that peopie respect 





in war, in peace friends.”’ 
Mr. Smitru concluded with a motion to print the 
letter. 


Mr. J.Q.ADAMS presented certain resolutions | 


adopted by the Legislature of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, in relation to the currency and 


iapsidliractpcnmentctmncecesonsebeanae natant aie 





Seeks 








was therefore sufficient. 


|The practice was novel, and ought not to be en- 
| couraged, as leading to unnecessary expense, and | 


correcting some errors into which the two honor- 


the removal of the deposites from the Bank of the | 


United States. Mr. A. proceeded to read and 
comment upon the preamble and the several reso- 
lutions. In conclusion, he said he was not, on 
this occasion, authorized to speak for any of his 
colleagues. Each one of them was able to speak for 
himself. Speaking for himself, he would say, he 
entirely concurred in the views expressed in the 
resolutions. He moved that the resolutions be 
read, printed, and laid on the table. He, at the 
same time, laid upon the table a resolution in con- 


nexion with the subject, which he should call up, || 


when the subject was taken up, in its order. The 
resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That ihe resolutions of the Legislature 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in rela- 
tion to the currency, &c., be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to report a plan for 
continuing to the people the advantages resulting 
to them from a national bank. 


| was not a novel practice to print the names to 


could do no 


a 
Mr. WHITTLESEY rose for the purpose of 


able members, from Alabama, [Mr. Ciav,} and 
from New Jersey, (Mr. Parxer,] had falien. It 


petitions. On the contrary, it was the early prac- 


tice to have the names invariably printed, and it 


| 
Mr. POLK rose and requested the gentleman 


from Massachusetts to withdraw his motion, for 
&@ moment, to permit him to make a few remarks. 
The motion was withdrawn, and Mr. POLK 


having obtained the leave of the House, made || 


some remarks in vindication of the President from 
the unjust and injurious imputations cast upon him 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PINCKNEY rose to speek on the subject, 
but his remarks were arrested by the Chair. 

Mr. PINCKNEY asked leave of the House to 
continue his remarks, and the House refused leave. 

Mr. ADAMS renewed his motion to lay on the 
table and print; and it was agreed to. 


MEMORIAL FROM BOSTON. 


Mr. GORHAM presented a memorial from six 
or seven thousand inhabitants of the city of Bos- 
ton, which (he said) they were induced to send a 
second time, asking for relief from Congress, under 
the present state of things, which appeared to him 
(Mr. G.) to be growing from bad to worse. He 
moved to have the memorial laid on the table, and 
printed, with the names; giving notice, that when 
the other petition from the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts on this subject should be taken up and 


debate. 


referred, he would then move that this should have | 


a similar direction given to it. 

Mr. CLAY called for a division of the question, 
as he considered it was perfectly useless to print 
the names. 

The memorial having been laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed, the question then being on 
the printing of the names— 

Mr. GORHAM remarked, that hitherto, from 
various motives, it had been the 
House to have the names appended to the memo- 
rials presented on this subject printed. 
be necessary to ascertain names, that it might be 
shown that the signers of the memorials consisted 


others in Boston. 
objection there could be to the printing of this 
memoria! more than any other? 


on the ground of the utter inutility of the practice, 
and as producing an expense which ought to be 
avoided. It was a practice that had grown up this 
session, so far.as his observation had gone, and it 
was time that it should be discontinued. He could 
assure the gentleman from Massachusetts that he 
would have made the same objection if the petition 
had come from the other side of the question. 
Mr. E. EVERETT advocated the printing, as 
he said that the expense would be inconsiderable, 
and as a counter petition would hereefter be pre- 
sented, the names to which he himself would move 
to have printed. 
scrutinize the character of the signers to each, and 


determine the weight that should be attached to | 


each of the representations made by them. 
Mr. PARKER considered that as the gentleman 


was a new practice not todo so. Many fravds 
had been committed in getting up petitions; he 
therefore thought it was necessary that the names 
should be printed, that means of detecting them, 
on whatever side they were presented, should be 
afforded. 


| 
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them. I hold them as they hold them, * enemies | it was signed by all the po voters, and more, | 
|| too, in Boston; his wor 


| 
| 
| 


March 18, 


ees 


The SPEAKER reminded him it was necessary 
to confine his remarks to a brief discussion of the 
contents of the memorial. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the indulgence of the 





|| House, to give some explanation of the former 
| hostility which had prevailed in that district against 


the Bank of the Uniied States. 

The House having refused— 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would only call for the 
reading of the memorial and resolutions. 

The resolutions were then read, remonstrating 
against the removal of the deposites, and praying 
Congress to avert from them the ruin which they 
alleged was impending over them iu consequence 
of that, and praying for the recharter of the bank. 
He moved to have the memorial laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, with the names. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, wished to remark, 


Mr. BAYLIES said, that he must consider it || that there was a branch of the Bank of the United 


would bea very invidious distinction now to refuse 
to this petition that which had been done to all the 


| others that had been presented on this subject this || 


session. He was in favor of the printing, and 
would consider it a mark of disrespect, which 
ought not to be evinced, to withold it. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY was opposed to the print- 


ing. 
Mr. BARRINGER was in favor of it. 
Mr. J. @. ADAMS, and Mr. GRENNELL 

spoke at some length in favor of the motion to print | 


| the names. 


Mr. JONES, of Georgia, in order to arrest the 
debate, moved to lay the motion tu print the names 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion was 
in order, and Mr. MERCER appealed from the 
decision, but subsequently withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. JONES withdrew the motion to lay on the 
table, under the supposition that the question on 
the motion to print would be taken without further 


Mr. WAYNE spoke briefly in favor of the 
motion to print the names. 
Mr. JONES, of Georgia, renewed his motion 


upon demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, 


The question was then taken, and decided in | 


the negative: 


Yeas 79, nays 107. 


| 
i 
| 
| 


States in the place from whence this memorial pro- 
ceeded. . 
The SPEAKER here interposed, as it was not in 


|| order to debate a motion to lay on the table. 


The memorial wns laid on tne table, &c.; and, 


| on motion of Mr. VINTON, 


The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
el vespay, March 18, 1834 


Two messages were received from the President 
of the United States, by Mr Donenson, his Pri- 


| vate Secretary, one upon executive business, the 


other communicating a letter from the Secretary ° 
of State, relative to the adjustment ot claims under 
the Neapolitan treaty. ‘The message and docu- 
ments, on motion of Mr. WILKI +S, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILKINS gave notice that he should to- 


|| morrow move the Senate to proceed to an election 


| to fill the vacancy in the Committee on Foreign 


' 


The question recurring on the motion to print || 


the names, 
Mr. REED demanded the yeas and nays; and | 
they were ordered. 
The question being taken, it was determined in | 
the affirmative: 
Yeas 108, n.ys 78. 
Mr. LINCOLN presented, with some remarks, 
a memorial from six thousand two hundred and 
seven citizens of Worcester county, in Massachu- 


| 
| 


|| setts, representing the prevalence in that county of 


ractice of the | 


great public distress, praying relief by the restora- 
tion of the public deposites to the United States 
Bank, and condemning the project of a specie cur- 


It might || rency. He called for the reading of the memorial, 


|| and moved thatit be printed and laid on the table, 
] to take such direction as should be hereafter given 
of the greater number of the qualified voters, with || to the resolutions presented from the Legislature | 


He would ask, what ground of || of Massachusetts. 


| 


1} 


Relations, occasioned by the resignation of the 


to lay the motion to print on the table, and there- | Hon. Wituiam C Rives. 


Mr. EWING, on leave asked and obtained, 
withdrew the papers relating to the claims of the 
heirs of the late Thomas Worthington, deceased. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the protest and me- 
morial of a meeting compesed of 6,841 citizens of 
Boston, held at Fanueil Hall, protesting against 
the removal of the public deposites from the Bank 
of the United States, and praying their restora- 


| tion. 


| 


} 
| 


cases, he would accompany t 


After some remarks by Messrs. WEBSTER 


|| SILSBEE, and SPRAGUE, the memorial; &c.., 


were referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said he desired, in 
pursuance of notice previously given, to ask leave 


| to introducea bill to continue tn force for s x years 


the act incorporating the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States. Presuming on the indul- 
gence which the Senate always extends in such 

ie motion by a few 


preliminary observations, and then propose the 


The memorial was read and ordered to be || 


|| printed, &c. 
Mr. CLAY objected to the printing of the names | 


Mr. H. EVERETT presented a memorial from || 


a number of delegates assembled in Wyndham 


county, Vermont, in which, heremarked, although | 


|| they »rayed for the restoration of the deposites to 


the Bank of the United States, yet they had not 


| connected with it any request for the recharter of 


| the bank. 


It would give an opportunity to | 


} 
j 


He considered that tLis petition came 
to the House from those who were not subject to | 
any bank influence, and that in giving their views, | 
as they were not influenced in favor of the bank | 
by anything but an opinion of its general utility to | 
the country, he hoped it would be received with | 
the consideration to which it was entitled. 


| 
' 
} 


reference of the bill to the Committee on Finance, 
and when reported, to be disposed of as the state 


| of public opinion might seem to require. Thecon- 


dition of the country was most extraordinary. In 
a state of ordinary prosperity, it was suffering 
severe distress. Commerce, which was hitherto 
active, was stopped; the manufacturing industry 
of the country was suspended; |e labors of agri- 
culture were losing sight of their ordinary rewards; 


| and yet the resources of the country were abundant 


/and active, and the health of the country was 


favorable, not only for retaining its hitherto pros- 
perous condition, but for its rapid advancement to 
still greater heights of prosperity. Our condition 
was singular. It was like a strong man chained, 
who felt full of health and unabated strength, but 
who had lost all power of performing his custom- 


| ary action—every limb bound down by manacles, 


The memorial was laid on the table and ordered | with inherent vigor rendering him competent to do 


to be printed. . 
Mr. FILLMORE presented a memorial, with 
certain resolutions, from seven hundred citizens of 


|| Buffalo and its vicinity, called without reference to 


from Massachusetts, who presented the memorial, || party, adopted on the 19th February last. 


could state the character of the signers, this would 
be sufficient for the House; he had described that 


if 
| 


| large, when 


| 


| 
| 
j 


| anything if he was but at liberty. We had nothing 


to do now but to unmanacle the country—'o set the 
country free. It was truly a singolar situation. A 
sudden spell had smitten the body eoliric; its mem- 
bers were powerless, and the blood hod ceased to 


Mr. F. was proceeding to address the House at | circulate through its veins. Six months ago the 


| aspect of the country was more gratifying than 








1834. 











had been exhibited for many years before. Com- 
merce, manufacture, agriculture, everything, and 


e 


| 
j 
| 


every where throughout the whole land, was in the | 
highest state of prosperiety. A more healthy state | 
of general business never existed in the country 


from the fall of 132 to the fall of 1833. It was 
possible there had been some overtrading, but 
the general condition of the country was one of 
unprecedented prosperity and activity. The com- 
merce of the country was never surpassed. In 


1833 the exports were ninety millions, and theim-_ 
ports were one hundred and nine millions, and the || 


active coastwise trade, up to October, 1833, never | 
wassurpassed. The circulating medium, too, was | 


iuil, and supposed to be safe, and now the change 
was euch as to strike the minds of all. He had 
inquired into the probable receipts into the treasury 
for the current year, and he was much deceived if 
the effects of this treasury measure would not so 
affect the receipts of the revenue as to make ita 


littie startling. The Secretary had estimated the | 


amount to accrue from the customs at fifteen mil- 
lions, and the whole receipts into the treasury 
at eighteen millions, which, added to the balance 
in the treasury, would make a total of upwards of 
twenty-one millions. The estimated e> p:nditures 
were twenty-three millions five hundr. d .housand 


dollars, by which there would be a deficiency of | 


about two millions; but no doubt this deficiency 
would be made up by uncalled for appropria- 


tions made for the year 1834. The subject, there- | 


fore, was worthy the consideration of Congress. 
The Secretary makes no deduction for the reduc- 
tion of the revenue from the late measures, but he 
says, that in two years it will be necessary to 
reinstate the duty on articles made free by recent 
laws, 


the receipts at the custom-house for the last half 
of the year 1834, and the result of it was, that the 
deficiency would be near fifty percent. He did 
not say that this would produce distress, but it 
might delay the payment of the publicdebt. ‘The 
manufacturing interests, it was said, were jast year 


menaced by the bill called Mr. Verplanck’s bill; | 


but what was that to this interposition of the hand 
of the Secretary of the Treasury into the public 
treasure of the country? Severalcotton mills had 
already broken in some of the manufacturing 
States, besides several woolen factories. These 
changes were going on everywhere. Go where 
you would, you would not find men enjoying the 
same cheerfulness and happiness as formerly. But 
then it had been said, how was it possible such 


He (Mr. W.) had made a sort of estimate of 


THE CO 


1 


_ But how was it in the State of New York? 





needs credit and banks. But the bank is a lionor 
a sucking dove, according to circumstances. We 
had heard much from the Senator from New York, 
(Mr. Wricar,] of the danger which the bank was 
to the liberty of the country. A bank with thirty- 
five millions dangerous to the liberty of this people! 
Was 
it adeath-grasp there? New York has her safety- 
fund system—a league of fifty-nine affiliated banks, 
the whole of which was moved by the touch of a 
single finger. They might be under the super- 
vision of one single intellect, and yet there was 
no danger from this system to New York. But 
the whole twenty-four States of this Union cannot 
resist the Bank of the United States with a capital 
but little more than that employed in New York. 
It was time to put an end to this notion of banks 
being the instruments of political power. There 
were three classes of persons who were friendly to 
the bank; those who believed it to be constitu- 
tional, and indispensably necessary—others who 
believed it necessary, but that Congress possessed 
no power to establish a bank—and those who 
admitted the power, but who were opposed to the 
renewal of this bank. Then there was a class of 
miscellaneous opinions—some in favor of a hard 
money system; some in favor of more, and some 
of less Government influence; and the question 
was, whether there was any common ground en 
which so many could unite as to secure an ade- 
quate remedy by law for the necessities of the 


country. Can we agree on anything, and if so, |! 
what is it? Probably a majority of those who | 


were opposed to the measures of the Secretary 
were in favor of a national bank, perhaps of the 
present one. He preferred a permanent measure, 
that is, for fifteen or twenty years; but he hoped 
all who agreed with him, that if present relief 
could be obtained by means of the greatest con- 
cessions to opposite opinions, they would join 
him. To those who had constitutional scruples 
he would say, that never was a subject of reproach 
or fault-finding with him; but he put it to gentle- 
men, whether a more unconstitutional state of 


| things could exist than now exists, if Congress 


| weretomake forty banks? There were also friends 


| to anew bank, and he would say he was not an 
| enemy to a new bank; if this bill should pass, he 


would next Congress join for anew bank. But 


| gentlemen must know that project could afford no 


great effects could result from such trifling causes? | 
And he thought every ordinary observer, every | 


thinking man, would perceive how it was. 


The | 


State banks were actually less able to extend relief | 
to the country, with the deposites, than they were | 
without them. The Government had ten millions || 
in the United States Bank, and in two months it | 


called out six millions, and the bank curtailed its 
discounts to thatamount. Now, thedeposites of 


a bank were one of its liabilities, and the State. 
banks felt the enhancement of their liabilities, with- | 
out a corresponding enhancement of their means. | 


This, then, was anattack on the commercial credit 


of the country, which was composed of bank notes, | 


bills of exchange, &c., and unless we were to 


repudiate all the lights of experience, we ought to | 
maintain the beneficial exercise of this public credit; | 


and public credit, too, depended on the security of 
good government, and of sound laws. Ours was 
agew country, and would continue to be a new 
country for a century to come. Land would be 
plenty in proportion to personal capital; and it was 


a country where a high state of commercial credit | 


would be the most useful; and this showed why it 
was that the recent action of the Secretary had 
this effect. 

But we were told that there was a war waging 
of the poor against the rich, against all monsters, 
and against the men of small capital. And how is 
it? 
paying six per cent. for his loans; but we put him 
where he can be screwed down to twenty-five per 
cent., and thus enable the rich man to put his foot 
upon his neck, and keep him down. 


We don’t leave the poor man where he was, | 


He had no | 


doubt that not less than twenty millions of dollars | 


had been abstracted from the pockets of the poor, 
in the shape of extra interest, by this measure of 


effectual relief—the object was to adopt some 
measure capable of affording relief in the present 
emergency. The country expected Congress to 
do something—and he thought, if this could not 
be accomplished, we could do nothing to effect 
relief. 

The following is the bill which Mr. Wesster 
proposed to introduce: 


A BILL to continue for the term of six years the 
act entitled ** An act to incorporate the subscri- 
bers to the Bank of the United States.”’ 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the act entuled ** An act to inéor- 

orate the subscribers of the Bank of the United 
States,’’ approved on the 10th day of April, in the 
year 18]6, shall continue in full force and effect 
for the term of six years, from and after the period 
therein limited for its expiration, to wit, the 3d 
day of March, 1836, and that all the rights, inter- 
ests, properties, powers, and privileges, secured 
by the same act, with all the rules, conditions, 
restrictions, and duties therein prescribed and im- 
posed, be and remain, after the said 3d day of 
March, 1836, during the said six years, as if the 
said limitation in the said act had not been made: 
Provided nevertheless, That so much of the said act 
as declares that no other bank shall be established 
by any future law of the United States, during the 
continuance of the corporation thereby created, 
shall not be continued by this act, but that it shall 
be lawful for Congress, whenever it shall see fit, 
to establish any other bank to come into existence 
and operatic n at any time on or after the 4th day 
of March, 1836. 

And be it further enacted, That all public moneys 
accruing to the United States, and becoming pay- 
able from and after the passage of this act, in 
places where the said bank, or any of its offices, 


the Secretary. Weoughtto disabuse ourcountry |. 1s established, shall be deposited in the Bank of 
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of this ribauldry—a country which the world sees } the United States, 


| 














_— 


and its offices, as heretofore; 
provided, that at any time after this act shall have 
been accepted, Congress may, by law or joint 
resolution, cause such moneys to be withdrawn 


| and removed te any other custody or place of de- 
| posite, 


And be it further enacted, That, in consideration 
of the benefits and privileges conferred by this act, 
the said bank shall pay to the United States the 
annuity or yearly sum of two hundred thousand 
dollars, which said sum shall be paid by the said 
bank on the 4th day of March, in each and every 
year, during the said term of six years. 

-ind be it further enacted, That Congress may 
provide by law that the said bank shail be re- 
strained, at any tme after the 3d day of March, 
1836, from making, issuing, or keeping in cireu- 
jaiton, any notes or bills of said bank, or any of 
its offices, of a less sum or denomination than 
twenty dollars. : 

And be it further enacted, That at any time or 


| mes, within the last three years of the existence 


of said corporation, as continued by this act, it 
shall be lawful for the president and directors to 
divide among the several stockholders thereof, 
such portions of the capital stock of the said cor- 


| porauion as they may have withdrawn from active 
| use, and may judge proper so to divide. 


| be continued in full force and effect during 


“Ind be it further enacted, That so much of any 
act or acts of Congress, heretofore passed and 
now in force, supplementary to, or in anywise 
connected with, the said orginal act of incorpora- 
tion, approved on the 10th day of April, in the 
year 1816, as is not inconsistent with this act, shal? 
he said 
six vears alter the 3d day of March, 1836 

Ind be it further enacted, That it shail be the 


| duty of the president and directors of the said 


bank, on or before the first day of the next ses- 


|| sion of Congress, to signify to the President of 
| the United States their acceptance, on behalf of 
| the Bank of the United States, of the terms and 
conditions in this act contained, and if they shall 
| fail to do so, on or before the day abovemen- 





tioned, then this act shall cease to be in force. 
Mr. LEIGH thought he ought to embiace the 


| present occasion to indicate the course which he 


should feel himself bound to pursue on this great 
and interesting subject. The remarks of the gen- 


| tleman from Massachusetts seemed to require that 


| he should state the position in which be stood. 
| He would therefore state frankly the course ke 





| 
| 


| 





| 


| for this or any other national bank. 


should pursue, and the reasons on which he should 
maintain it. The Legislature of Virginia had sol- 
emnly declared its opinion that the United States 
Government possessed no constitutional authority 
to establish a national bank; and the Senate must 
be aware that he accepted the trust which a seat 
here imposed upon him, knowing that these were 
the sentiments of the people of Virginia, and that 
he should not so far misrepresent then, as to vote 
He concur- 
red in those resolutions of the Virginia Legisla- 


| ture fully. 


He (Mr. L.) thought there was no power in 
Congress to estabiish a United States Bank. In 
the expression of this opinion, he did not wish to 
be understood to say that it was a palpable assump- 
tion of power by the Government. It would be 
presumption in him to say, after the expression of 
opinion of so many distinguished men, and a 
majority of the sovereign Siates of this Union in 
favor of its constitutionality, that it was plainly 
wrong. He believed he understood the a: gument 


under which its constitutionality was urged, but 
| it had not convinced his understanding 


It was 
not claimed as an express delegation of power, but 
only as an incidental power It was claimed as 
incidental to the fiscal operations of the Govern- 
ment; and he admitted it might be convenient for 
that purpose. He knew very well that the events 


| of this year might show that the putting down 


of this bank was only the prelude to raising up 
another in New York, to be controlled by the 


| President of the United States. 


Mr. L. then spoke somewhat at length upon the 
danger of placing a national bank and the revenues 
of the country at the power and within the dis- 
posal of the President, and condemned the re- 


|| moval of the deposites, as an act which placed the 


| 


deposite banks under the President’s control. 


When Mr. L. concluded, Mr. WRIGHT took 
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the floor, and after expressing a with to reply to || At one o'clock Mr. BURGES suspended his 








Mr. Leto, on his motion, before the question of |, remarks, and 


leave was taken, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, March 18, 1834. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, reported a bill 
for the relief of Jesse Smith and others. 
Mr. BINNEY, an act to remit thedut 


their future importation duty free. Also, a bill 


for the relief of John F. Ohl; and an act to remit || 


errtain duties on goods imported by Alexander 
De Launay; and 
Mr. CONNOR, a bill for the relief of Patrick 
Green; which was read twice and committed. 
Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 


Committee of. the Whole House, and made the 
ord r of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private | 


The SPEAKER announced the special order || lected. The means by which this state 
of the day, viz: the resolutions reported from the || was brought about was extraordinary. O 


Committee of Wayo and Means. 


| THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the 

| following resoiutions, reported from the Commit- 
tee of Waye and Means: 

1. Resolved, That the Bank of the United States 


on loco- ] ought not to be rechartered. 
motive engines heretofore imported, and to allow || 


2. Resolved, That the public deposites ought net 
te be restored to the Bank of the United Siates. 

3. Resolved, That the State banks ought to be 
continued as the places of deposite of the public 
money, end that it is expedient for Congress to 
make further provision by law, prescribing the 


|| mode of selection, the securities to be taken, and 


Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John | 


A. Barnes, assignee of John Anderton, which || Congress at the present session; and oto 


was read twice and committed to a Committee of | nited | 


the Whole House, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow, and the report and bill ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. LEAVITT, « bill granting an additional 
quantity of land (150,000 acres in addition to the 
quantity heretofore appropriated ) for the satisfac- 
tion of bounty land warrants. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, a bill for the erection 
of a national armory on the western waters. 

Mr. CASEY, a bill for the relief of John De- 
ment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, a bill for the relief of 
Robert Dickey, of New York. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, a bill for the relief of | 


Marinus W. Gilbert. 


Mr. HUBBARD, a bill to authorize the Secre- || 
tary of the Treasury to refund to Richard Butman | 


certain duties imposed on the schooner Brandy- 
wine. 


A message was received from the President of 





commissioners appointed to adjust the claims of | 


our citizens under the late treaty with Naples, 
and suggesting the expediency of extending the 


term allowed for the performance of the duties | 


assigned them. 
WHITTLESEY, to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 


Mr. PINCKNEY obtained leave to submit the 


Referred, on motion of Mr. |! 


follawing resolution, in relation to the trade be- | 


tween the United States and Cuba, which, hesaid, 
was deemed highly interesting to his constitu- 
ents: 

Resolved, That the documents communicated by 
the President of the United States in relation to 
the trade between the United States and the Isl- 


ands of Cuba and Porto Rico, be referred to the || 


Committee on Commerce, and that said committee 
be instructed to inquire into the discriminating 
duties referred to by the President in his message, 
and into the expediency of adopting countervail- 
ing measures for the protection of the American 
merchants and ship-owners. 

Agreed to. 


Mr. SLADE, a bill for the improvement of the 
mail road between Louisville and St. Louis; and 

Mr. INGE, a bill for the relief of the represent- 
atives of Lawrence Milligan. 

All which bills were read twice and committed. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Mar- 
pis, of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 


hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the | 


| the manner and terme on which they are te be 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James | 


K ytes; which was read twice, committed to a | 


employed. 
4. Resolved, That for the purpose of ascertain- 
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a total suspension of specie payments, and 
| apprehension that the duty boas will not be oa 
of things 


tution doubtless designed this for ‘a tee eng 
Government, yet we had nothing but paper. Mr. 
| W. went on, ut great length, to exhibit a view of 
| the general character and history of our currency, 
| His object was to show that the State banks cffect- 
ually subvert the intentions of the Constituuon 
| if that intention was to establieh a hard-mon y 
currency; and that the revenue could not be oe 
| lected and disbursed, without great loss, by the 
State banks. If we wished to return to a specie 
currency, we must (he contended) begin by de- 








| stroying, not the United States Bank, but th: 


| 
} 
| 
| 


' 


ing, as far as practicable, the cause of the com- | 


mercial embarrassment and distress complained 
of by numerous citizens of the United States, in 
sundry memorials which have Been presented to 


whether the charter of the Bank of the 
States has been violated, and also what corrup- 


tions and abuses have existed in its management; | 


whether it has used its corporate power or money | 


influence elections; and whether it has had any 


to control the press, to interfere in politics, or 


agency, through its management, or money, in | 


producing the existing pressure—a select commit- 
tee be appointed to inspect the books, and examine 
into the proceedings of the said bank, who shall 
report whether the provisions of the charter have 
_ been violated or not; and also what abuses or mal- 


|| practices have existed in the management of said 


| bank; and that the said committee be authorized to 

send for persons and papers, and to summon and 
| examine witnesses on oath, and to examine into 
the affairs of the said bank and branches; and that 
they are further authorized to visit the principal 
bank, or any of its branches, for the purpose of 


|| inpecting the books, correspondence, accounts, 


|| and other papers connected with its management 
the United States, with a copy of a letter from the | 


or business; and that the said committee be re- 
quired to ae the result of such investigation, 
together with the evidence they may take, at as 
early a day as practicable. 

Mr. WILDE 
some observations to the House, unlees the gen- 
| tleman from Tennessee desired to speak. 


to seen 
r. WILDE took the floor and offered the fol- 
| lowing resolution as a substitute for the first reso- 


lution reported from the Committee of Waysand | 


Means: 


| State banks. During the ten years preceding 1830, 
| (Mr. W. said,) the amount of revenue collected 
| was two hundred and thirty millions. The agere- 
| gate number of persons employed in the collection 
| of this amount was over nine thousand. The 
collection and disbursements were made at all 

points in the country, and yet they were mad: 
| without the lossof a singlecent. Inthe ten years 
| preceding the year 1816, when the United States 

ank was established, the Government lost a mil- 
lion of dollars by broken banks alone. No part 
of the loss was in the receipts at the customs. It 
was in the collection of thirty-six millions from 
lands and internal taxes. Thus, one thirty-sixth 

art of our revenue from these sources was lost 
Ge State banks This, however, was but a small 

art of the loss sustained by the Government. 

he expense of transportation, and the loss on 


| loans, which were taken at a very reduced rate, 


| 


amounted to a much larger sum. But still the 
| loss of the Government sinks into insignificance 
| in comparison with the loss to individua's. During 
| the same term of ten years, on a domestic ex- 
change of two hundred millions, the loss, at the 
_ low estimate of five per cent., was ten millions a 
| year. ‘The people were thus taxed ten millions a 
year for the benefit of banks and brokers. These 
| were among the blessings of numerous State 
banks. But it might be said that the condition of 
the State banks now was not the same as it was 
in 1816. True, it was not the same; it was more 
than in 1816. The banks had not yet suspended 
specie payments, but in respect to the relative 
| proportions of specie to circulation, the condition 
of the State banks was worse now than it was in 


| 1816. He made statements from which (he said) 


said he would now proceed to offer | 


it appeared that the paper in circulation was, as 
| to specie in the banks, as seven to one. TheState 


| banks must restrict their currency, at the risk of 
Mr. POLK having signified that he did not wish | 


Resolved, That the reasons submitted by the | 
| Secretary of the Treasury for removing the public 


\} —'. are insufficient and unsatisfactory. 
he lips 


F (said Mr. W.) which were open to 
discuss this question when it was last before us, 
are now closed forever in silence. The patriot 
fell, as he had ever stood, in the front rank, war- 
ring for the Constitution. Here, as in battle, if 
our companions fall, we close our ranks and hurry 
on. When our gallant and noble comrade fell in 
defence of constitutional liberty, who could have 


| thought, as soon as the grave was closed over him, 


safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of | 


the same. 


Mr. BURGES took the floor, and continued his 
speech in opposition to the resolution. 


|| ment; and still, we have—what? Numerous bank- || 


we should have witnessed in this Hall an attempt 
to restrict the freedom of debate? Silence was im- 
osed upon us on pain of imprisonment. 
eral chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means assured him that, if he would sit with 
him and vote against all the motions for adjourn- 
ment, he would not have recourse to the previous 
question. He (Mr. W.) did sit, and did vote 
against the motions to adjourn. Mr. W. went on 
to remark upon the circumstances under which the 
discussion was cut off by the previous question, 
and upon the injustice and Fiestevteny of the 
measure towards himself personally. 
Mr. W. then referred to the situation of this 
country. Our national debt was paid off; our 


exports and imports were of vast amount; we had | 


an industrious population and a cheap Govern- 


The | ures, hecame convinced that such was the invet- 


breaking their customers, or they must suffer 
themselves to be run upon and broken. The only 
question is, which shall break first—the banks or 
their customers ! 
Mr. W. entered, at some length, into the consid- 
| eration of the project for substituting a hard-money 
currency for paper. He would not, at present, he 
| said, go fully into the constitutional question; but 
| he stated that a very minute examination of early 
| documents, relative to our history, had convinced 
| him that the term “ Bills of Credit,’’ as used in the 
Constitution, was intended to apply to all species 
of paper money. At the same time, he did not 


‘| think it an open question whether the United 


Nature and 


| States shall have a paper currency. 
t He had heard it 


| habit had decided that point. 
said, ‘* Perish the banks, live the Constitution.” 
| So it was said during the embargo, ‘* Perish com- 
| merce, let the Constitution live.”? But Mr. Jeff t- 
| son himself, devoted as he was to restrictive meas- 


_eracy of habit, that it was impossible to pursue 
his experiment, and he therefore abandoned it. 


' Paper money became, at an early day, a financial 
|| expedient of thecolonies. It carried them through 


{ 


| 


the French war, and through the war of the Rev- 
olution. Paper money was born with the colo- 
nies, and he had almost said would exist as long 
as the States existed. Whatever was the intention 
of the framers of the Constitution, it was certain 
that, at a very early day after its adoption, they 
found it extremely convenient and necessary to 
| resort to a paper currency. c ‘ 
Mr. W. thought it might be useful to inquire 
_why it was, that the precious metals were so much 
used in general circulation over the world. This 


' ruptcies, a deranged currency, imminent danger of | was to be found in their value as arising from the 
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labor necessar) 
non-susceptibilit 


of great increase; as well as 
their various utility. hen it was necessary to 
have payments made by weight, commerce had 


not advanced to that state to which it subsequently 
became; and when larger payments were required | 
to be made, those marks and seals were made upon 
the metals, which gave to them a circulation be- 
yond their intrinsic value, and from this system of 
convenience originally might be dated the practice 
of banks giving to paper a value and currency 
based on their (not intrinsic) being a represent- 
ative of other securities—gold, silver, or that which | 
was estimated as property. When it was gravely 
proposed to dispense with these improvements 
upon the ancient usages, and to dispense giving | 
facilities to commerce, it might be as well attempted 





to return from the algebraic method of attaining || 
certainty in calculations, to the rules of common | 


arithmetic. It was scarcely necessary for him to 
advert to the cheaper medium of paper to assist in 
performing the necessary circulation for property 
exchanged from hand to hand. A mixed circula- 
tion of paper and ge has forced its way, and | 
would sustain itself. Paper convertible into gold | 
for the larger payments—the precious metals for 
the smaller—neither of which could be destroyed | 
until commerce itself was destroyed. This he | 
argued would be the effect of the experiments now 
making; for as credit was the offspring of com- 
merce, tyranny and usurpation was death to it. 
He would now discuss another subject con- 
nected with these measures. Where, he must ask, | 
was the difference between employing State banks | 
as fiscal agents of Government, in a constitutional | 
oint of view, and employing the Bank of the | 
nited States? Which was the most dangerous? | 
The answer to these questions must be obvious. 








| 
! 
' 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| &c., of the city and county of Philadelphia, of the | 


Who, he also asked, had the greatest interest in | 


having a sound circulation? Was it not the poor | 
man, who required it as remuneration for his daily | 
labor? Was it not wages that would be the first | 
to feel it? And as the aggregate paid for labor was 


more than was paid to all the rest of the world, | 
the poor man was surely the most interested in its 


preservation. 


Of the various modes of collecting 
the 


ublic revenue suggested, he considered that 


the least plausible was a Government bank; the | United States. 


least feasible was the State banks. The history | 


of all times had shown in Europe, and in several || 


of the States, that changes were sure to result from 
any paper circulation issued by a Government. 
He referred for evidences of this to the disastrous 
results in France, where the assignats, though on 
their face the national domains were pledged for 
their redemption, yet there was a failure of two 


hundred millions of dollars, which the public had || 


to bear. In Russia the same experiment had been | 
tried, and the result was, that four rubles in paper 
were reduced to one in silver. These were among 
the most prominent examples, and so well was this 
understood among commercial men, that even the 
celebrated Law, when he first projected his scheme, 
owned his ruin, and brought ruin upon the for- 
tunes of others, in consequence of his objections 
to issue paper, not convertible into specie, being 
not only not attended to, but because he was con- 
pelled to give up the superintendence, and his was 
made a Royal Bank by an arrét of State; after 
which the bank commenced making large paper 
issues. He considered that the great error of this 
day in depreciating paper currency, to be similar 
to what was formerly deemed the greatest of all 
crimes—defacing or reducing the value of the coin 
in olden times. 

Mr. W. dwelt at some length on the utility of 
banks to commerce; and, proceeding to argue 
against the reasons adduced by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, he maintained that Congress had 
the legislative power, by the Constitution, to reg- 
ulate and control the public money; and if they 
had divested themselves of it, as was maintained 
by the Secretary, he thought Congress might at 
once vote away their independence, and place them- 
selves under a Lord Protector. The power of the 
Secretary of the Treasury over the deposites was 
restricted, as he contended, to the withholding of 
the deposites from the bank, and did not extend to 
their withdrawal. The justification of the act of 
the Secretary, so far as it was founded upon the 
measures of Mr. Crawford, failed altogether, as 
he contended, for the reasons that Mr. Crawford 





to procure them; their ductility; acted under a resolution of Congress, the object of | 


payments by the State banks. He stated and 
commented upon the several reasons given by the | 
Secretary in justification of the removal of the de- | 
osites. The object of sending the subject of the | 
cretary’s reasons to the Committee of Ways 
and Means had not been obtained. The commit- 
tee had reported an argument, but had not affirmed 
the sufficiency of the reasons offered by the Secre- | 
tary. The only point which was referred to them 
for consideration, they had omitted to express 
any opinion upon in a shape for the decision of 
the House. 

Mr. W.., after speaking nearly three hours, 
yielded the floor, without concluding, to a motion 
to adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, March 19, 1834. 

REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

Mr. TOMLINSON présented the memorial of | 

380 citizens of Bridgeport, Connecticut, praying | 

the restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the | 
United States. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of about 

700 cabinet-makers, chair-makers, upholsterers, | 


same tenor. And, also, the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the same trades, of similar import. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial signed by 
250 of the citizens of Plymouth, North Carolina, | 
of like character. 

Mr. BIBB presented the proceedings of a meet- | 
ing of inhabitants of Madison county, Kentucky, | 
of the same tenor. | 

Upon presenting these several memorials and | 
proceedings, the gentlemen sarang ene in charge | 
severally addressed the Senate. They were read, | 





| referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered | 


| 
| 


| 


looking for several days, to correct an error he had 


| 
| 


} 





to be printed. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN presented the proceedings | 
of a meeting of citizens of New Orleans, praying 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the | 
Also, a memorial from citizens of | 
the same city of the same tenor. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of a num- | 
ber of merchants and others, of the same city, and | 
of similar import. 

These several proceedings and memorials were | 
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Ty rial, after establishing, no doubt fairly, as the 
| which was to facilitate the resumption of specie | 


signers of it believed, that it amounte ‘to eight 


dollars per bale of cotton, they calculate the loss is 
$4,000,000—five hundred thousand bales being the 
estumate of the whole crop of cotton of the States of 
Louisiana, Missiseippi, Alabama, and Tennessee; 
and here it must be obvious that this calculation is 
inaccurate. The loss can fall only on the cotton 
yet in the market on this side the Atlantic. That 
which was shipped before January last, certainly 
cannot be properiy taken into the calculation. 
W hat portion of the crop of the States mentioned 
had been shipped before January he could not 


| tell, but this he knew, from the ports of Charies- 


ton, Savannah, and New Orleans, between sixty 
and seventy thousand bales of cotton had been 
shipped on the last quarter of the past year more 
than there had been during the same period of the 
How it was elsewhere, Mr. F. 
could not say. In Georgia, the planters, stimu- 
lated by the good prices with which the market 
opened, had hurried their produce into market, an 
operation in which they had been favored by an 
unusually fine season. The larger part of their 
crops being sold early, at good prices, compara- 
tively, they were now easy in their money mat- 
ters, and were holding the residue of their crops, 


_ with a reasonable hope of better prices in a short 


time. 
Having corrected his own errors, he might be 
pardoned for adverting to those of others.- Inthe 


| course of discussion, some time since, the Senator 


| injure 


read, and followed by some remarks by both those | 


pepemee, upon the existing distress in New Or- | 
eans. 

Mr. FORSYTH said the reference made to him | 
by his friend from Louisiana at his side, gave him | 


committed about a fortnight since. 
Speaking of the condition of the money market | 


| of Augusta, Georgia, he had spoken of the prices | 


to double it, had sold the extra stock at a profit of 
twenty percent. Mr. F. had no information con- | 
tradictory of this statement except as to the last | 
particular. The bank had authority to double its | 
capital, but had made no effort to do so. He had 


been misled by an account of the sales at auction || 


of a portion of the stock of that bank at that rate of 


1} 


| a fair occasion, for which he had been anxiously | 


| 
| 


| of stock and produce as at their usual rate; and had || 
|| mentioned that the Bank of Augusta, witha capital | 
| of six hundred thousand dollars, having authority | 


from Maryland, [Mr. Cuampers,]} not now in his 
seat, and the Senator from Maine, over the way, 
{[Mr. Spragcue,] had spoken of the draw for specie 


| made on the Branch Bank of the United States at 


Savannah, and had supposed it to be connected 
with a plan in connexion with the Government to 

be credit of the Bank of the United States, 
or else as a scheme to reduce the price of the stocks 
in order to enable the housein New York, who 
was supposed to have made large contracts for de- 
livery ata — day, to comply with those con- 
tracts at a profitable rate. What occurred in this 
Chamber, being, as usual, very roughly reported, 


| had attracted the attention of the house in Augusta 


by whom the specie had been drawn at Savannah, 
and he begged permission, in justice to them, to 


| read a letter just received, addressed to his col- 


league [Mr. Kina] and himself: 

** At this time of general excitement in the com- 
‘ munity on money affairs, itis a matter of no small 
‘regret to us to see our names thrust before the 
‘ public, coupled with a transaction, in itself a 
‘ ¢ fair business transaction,’ but misrepresented and 
‘distorted into every and any shape, to suit the 
‘ views of partisan politicians. We allude to the 
‘ draw of specie made by us on the United States 
‘Branch Bank in Savannah, in November last. 
‘ The simple and incontrovertible facts are these: 
‘The act of our Legislature, prohibiting the cir- 
* culation of all notes under the denomination of 
‘ fives, went into operation early in the fall. The 
‘sudden withdrawal of over $600,000 of small 
* notes created a vacuum in our circulation, which 
‘had to be supplied in a great measure by specie, 
‘ instanter. You are well aware that we have large 
‘ operations in specie, and perhaps know, that we 
‘ have for years past been in the habit of contract- 
* ing with banks to supplv them. In this instance, 


| * we wereapplied to for specie by no less than nine 


advance, and supposed it to be the whole additional || 


stock of the bank, which was sold at twenty per | 


cent. premium—it still bore that premium accord- || 
| ing to the last prices current of the city; but no || 


| such sale of double the capital stock had occurred. || 
In speaking of the condition of the southern || 


| 
| 





States, he had not intended to embrace New Or- || 
| leans—that State is so identified with the West, | 
| that we speak of it as western or southwestern. | 


From the character of the business of that city, no | 
doubt the pressure there was great. It was done 


of the city. Mr. F’. wished to God he had the 


wer to relieve the distress; it would not be of || 
et he could not but || 


ong continuance if he had; 
hope it was exaggerated. 


pe statement in the | 


i 
j 


i 


| extensively on credit, and by exchanges. These '| 
being deranged, necessarily affected the business || 


‘ different banks, in the space of eight or ten days. 
* We made such contracts to deliver to these banks 
‘the amount they wanted, as we deemed to our 
‘interest. We then contracted with Mr. G. B. 
‘ Lamar for the freight 6f the specie from Savannah 
‘to Augusta. All this was done before a dollar 
‘ of specie was drawn. 

** When we drew the specie, we did not ‘ offer 
* the bank to take a check on the North in lieu of 
‘the silver.’ Neither did we ask the bank or 
‘ cashier ‘to permit us to make a special deposite 
‘ of the specie.’ The bank has not silver enough 
‘ to pay the whole amount, ($334,000,) and begged 
‘our clerk to wait until they could send and get 
* $10,000 from one of the local banks; and he did 
‘wait. The specie was delivered by us to nine 
‘ different banks in this State, except twenty-seven 
‘ thousand seven hundred Spanish dollars, which, 
‘ being worth threeor four per cent. premium at that 


memorial gave grounds for this hope. In estima- | ‘time in New York, were shipped to our house at 
ting the loss sustained by the pressure, the memo- |! ‘ that place. Every dollar employed in the draw 








a ns 
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‘wasourown. The operation was entirely and ] Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- | 
* exclusively owrown. Our New York house knew || tee, reported the following resolution: 
* nothing of the transaction, until it was all over. | Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- | 
* Not one dollar of the notes with which the draw | structed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 

* was made was sent to us from New York,orany | ing by law for referring all claims for buildings | 
* other place out of the State. Wehave never had | burnt and destroyed by the enemy during the late 
‘ the first word of correspondence with the Execu- || war, because they were in the military occupation 
* tive, the Government, or any person inthe em- | of the United Statee, by the order of an officer or | 
* ploy of Government, relative to the United States || agent of the United States, as places of deposite or 

* Bank, the draw in question, or anything connect- || as barracks, to the Third Auditor of the Treasury | 
‘ed with it. The only correspondence we ever had || Department, on principles that have been hereto- 
* with any person connected with the Government | fore prescribed in the settlement of such claims; 
* was with the Assistant Postmaster General, and | and that they further inquire into the expediency 


* that on business relating to that department ex- | of providing 7 law for the settlement of all claims || 


‘clusively. Such a thing as political effect was || arising from the loss of property in the military 
* never intended or thought of by us.”’ || service of the United States by contract or impress- 

The Senate had now information about that || ment, and for horses lost during the late war; also, 
strangely represented transaction from the fount- || during the war with the Seminole Indians, and the 


ain-head. Mr. F. hoped Senators who had made | late war with the Indians commenced by Black |. 


representations or received impressions at variance Hawk, on such principles as have heretofore been 
with the statement now made, would be satisfied || prescribed in such cases. 


that they had been misled. | Mr. WHITTLESEY said that this resolution 





PETITIONS. || would relieve the committee and the House from 
Petitions of a private nature were presented by | Much labor, and would subserve the purposes of 
Mesers. McKEAN, GRUNDY, BIBB, POIN- | Justice. ; 
DEXTER, and TIPTON; which were severally | The resolution was agreed to. 


referred to appropriate committees. | Mr. E. EVERETT obtained the consent of the 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. / House to submit the following resolution; which 
| was considered and agreed to: 


Mr POINDEXTER, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, reported a bill authorizing in cer- | Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 


| 
'} ° ° ° ° 

tain cases an exchange of land warrants for scrip. || *° submit to this House any information = 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- || Céting the fortifications proposed to be built on 
tee, asked to be diecharged from the further con- | Castle Isiand, in the harbor of Boston, and on 
sideration of the bill confirming certain land claims | Phrog’s Point, East river, New York, which may 
in the district of St. Stephens, in Alabama, and | have been recently received at the War Depart- 
that it be referred to the Committee on Private | ™eMt- 


Land Claims. || The House resumed the consideration of the 
Mr. BROWN, from the Committee.on Claims, || resolution offered by Mr. Marois, of Alabama: 
reported a bill for the relief of Carlos D. Hall. | Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


Mr. BROWN, from the same committee, re- | Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
ported a bill for the relief of John Winslett. | of reporting a bil requiring the Secretary of the 
Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the | Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to regulate and increase | United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the compensation of surgeons and assistant sur- | the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
geons of the Army. || thereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Select Committee on || safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of | 
the admission of Michigan and Arkansas into the | the same. 
Union, reported a bill granting additional compen- || _Mr. BURGES resumed his remarks, and spoke 
sation to the Governor and United States Judges || till the expiration of the hour. 
of Michigan. | The CHAIR presented a communication from 
Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- || the ae Department, transmitting a report on the 
tionary Claims, reported two bills for the relief of || case of Henry Eckford, referred to thatdepartment. 
certain persons therein named. |, Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, to 
whom had been recommitted the bill for the relief FER DUPONT ES AED TES UY. S. OANE 
of Elizabeth Robinson, daughter of Lieutenant The House resumed the consideration of the 
Richard Wilde, of the revolutionary army, re- || resolutions reported from the Committee of Ways 
ported the same, with an amendment. ‘| and Means, together with the amendment moved 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committeeon | by Mr. Witpe, declaring the reasons given by the 
Military Affairs, reported a bill makingan appro- | Secretary of the Treasury for the removal of the 
priation for the construction of a military road in | deposites to be unsatisfactory and insufficient. 
the State of Maine. | Mr. WILDE resumed his speech. The com- | 
The engrossed resolution authorizing the Com- || mittee, he went on to contend, had not discharged | 
mittee on Public Lands to employ a clerk, was | the duty which was required of them. On the 
read a third time, and passed. | distinct question presented by the Secretary’s | 
The first special order of the day being the un- || reasons, the committee had reported an argument, | 
finished business of yesterday, (leave tointroduce | but no resolutions in affirmation or denial of the 
a bill continuing the charter of the Bank of the | sufficiency of those reasons. If the committee 
United States,) being announced, || would not suffer the vote to be taken on that dis- 
Mr. WEBSTER moved its postponement until | tinct proposition, the inference will be irresistible. 
| 


to-morrow, (intimating that he should then call it | He was somewhat an observer of days and times. 
up at an early hour,) in order to afford Mr. Tatt- | The report came in on the 4th of March. Was 
MADGE an opportunity of concluding his remarks || this to be interpreted as an augury? Does it mean 
upon the other special order, being the report of | that on the 4th of March next the doctrines of the 
the Committee on Financefand Mr. Cray’s reso- | report will be exploded, and that by the following 
lutions relative to | 4th of March, nothing but a fragment will remain | 
THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES. of the party which now = them? Ifso, he 
Mr. TALLMADGE resumed, and concluded | accepted the omen. Mr. W. glanced at the topics 
his remarks, sustaining the reasons of the Secre- | 8d reasoning of the report. The great display of 
tary of the Treasury; when, ata quarter before five | historical research—the merit of which he did not 
o'clock, on motion of Mr. CLAY, intend to controvert—would serve to — the | 
The Senate adjourned. | qualifications of the author for the high post of | 
us | Secretary of the Treasury, if the incumbent should | 
|| not, as is possible, be confirmed inthe office. He | 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | ae not travel oe the threadbare topics of = 
wh 5. || three per cents., the protested bill of exchange, an 
Wepnespay, March 19, 1834. || the sums paid for piiatiog. He first aneetes to 
Mr. WHITTELSEY, of Ohio, from the Com- | the nature of the contract with the bank. Accord- 
mittee of Claims, reported, without amendment, | ing to the theory of the chairman, the performance 
several Senate bills, which were committed and || of its engagements by the bank established no 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. il claim upon the Government for the fulfilment of 





its promises. The committee, he said, had 

far beyond the President and the Secretary, in 

claiming power for the Executive. The com- 

mittee contend that the power over the pablic de- 

oe was originally an executive power, always 
as been an executive power, and still is an exec. 


| utive power. If he were not aware of the alarm- 


ing rapidity with which despotic power makes its 


| progress, he should be surprised at the fact that a 
| power which, six months ago, was acknowledged 


to be a legislative power, had become converted 
into executive power, to be exercised under the 
responsibility of the President to the people. 

In considering the accusation against the bank, 
| that by its curtailments it had produced the dis- 
tress, the calculations evinced that this accusation 
was something like the statement that the distress 
was produced by the speeches in Congress. Both 
were unfounded. But it was not enough for the 
opponents of the bank to decry the speeches, or to 
decline, which they could have done, to add to the 
distress, by not speaking. It was the policy of 
the day to contemn the persons sending their 
petitions; in effect, telling the people: Be silent, 
wretches, even your groans shall not be heard. 
He referred to the printed report of the conversa- 
tion of the President with the Philadelphia com- 
mittee, when they waited upon him with their 
representations, Having read some extracts, as 
the accuracy of them was impugned, he said that 
their report was at least corroborated by that from 
the Baltimore committee, from which he read ex- 
tracts; and as there was a member in the House 
who was capable of bearing testimony to the char- 
acter of those who made it, he felt at liberty to 
assume that the statements were correct, if not 
contradicted by that honorable member. 

Mr. HEATH rose to say that if he was the 
member alluded to, he was ready to state that the 
persons who made the report were highly respect- 
able merchants in Baltimore, well known to him 
to be incapable of giving any misrepresentation. 

Mr. W.continued: This, then, settled the ques- 
tion of the veracity of the statements, and entitled 
him to contrast the conduct of the President, as 
stated by these committees, with that pursued by 
the Father of his country—W asnincton—when 
he received his white children. Mr. W. proceeded 
to review and comment upon the term ‘* Govern- 
ment”’ and others which he thought were so am- 
biguous as to induce him to suppose that the 
report and the message from the President read to 
his Cabinet were prepared by the same persons. 

He contended that the charges brought against the 
bank were altogether unsustained by evidence, and 
argued against the reasons adduced by the Secre- 
tary, that Congress had divested themselves of their 
money power, and said when it was attempted 
to defend the acts of the President and the Sec- 
retary, by pleading for them purity of intention, 
the adage— 
| ** Nemo malus qui non stultus”’ 
was brought to his recollection. ‘This he did not 
use in any offensive sense; but he would urge that 
such a defence ought not to be allowed to prevail 


| amongst statesmen. It was the Portuguese pro- 


verb which said ** That hell was paved with good 
intentions.’’ He went on to controvert the argu- 
ments and assertions in the report of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, to sustain the preference 
which they had recommended to be given to the 
State banks as the fiscal agents of the Government, 
and he contended that, as nothing sufficient was 
given by them, he must refer it to the language of 
the President to the Philadelphia committee, in 
which, among others, the President was alleged to 
have stated that the article giving power over the 


coin to Congress had reference to hard money 


alone. This position of the President he could 
not assent to, nor could he see how it was pos- 
sible the power of the States could be invoked to 
carry into operation the plans which he had de- 
tailed for reducing the circulation of the notes of the 
State banks under the amounts of ten or twenty 
dollars. Mr. W. disputed the power of the Sec- 
_retary of the Treasury to make contracts with the 
| State banks, and contended, at length, against the 
views of the committee as tothe capacity of the State 
banks to act as fiscal agents of the Government. 
He was in favor of enlarging the specie basis, and 
had formerly exerted his efforts in the House to 
| that end. But the scheme adopted by the Pres- 








1834. 


ident for this purpose was, he thought, the very 
worst that could be devised. 

He dwelt upon the injurious effects which would 
follow a reduction of the currency. The whole 
property of the State of Georgia he estimated at 
seventy millions of dollars, and its circulating 
medium four millions. If the circulation was re- 
duced to two millions, the property, he said, would 
be reduced in price to thirty-five millions; and 
another reduction of the currency to one million, 
would reduce the value of the property to seven- 
teen and a half millions. What would be the 








effect upon individuals? A man who has a thou- | 


sand dollars in property and owes two hundred 
and fifty dollars becomes bankrupt. Those who 
ha 

allt e property in the State. Thus it had always 
been, and thus the fortunes of the poor were to be 
promoted by the present experiment. Mr. W 

adverted to M 


remained in session one week longer; also to 
the reports that it was the intention of the Presi- 


dent to adjourn Congress, in case of a disagree- | 


ment between the two Houses as to the time of 
adjournment, and commented upon them with 
much severity. The committee, Mr. W. said, 
had decided questions which they had not argued, 
and had argued questions which they had not de- 


cided. They shun putting to the House the simple | 
proposition, that the reasons of the Secretary are || 


satisfactory, and put before it the proposition that 


the bank ought not to be rechariered. We under- | 


stand this, sir, said Mr. W. It is to show the 


strong wing to the enemy, and to keep out of view 
the weak one. 


But of what use is the declaration thatthe bank | 


ought not to be rechartered ? The bank don’t ask a 
recharter of us, and we cannot bind our successors. 
The Administration desire to commit us, but why 
should we desire to commit ourselves? Let the 
Ge ernment go on with its scheme. If the State 
bauxs fail, let them try a specie currency, and every 
other project. But when all their projects have 
failed, let us be left untrammelled to try a scheme 
which never has failed. He had intended to con- 


clude his speech by a motion to lay the proposition | 
of the committee on the table. But as many wished | 
to express their opinions upon it, he had deter- | 


mined, instead of making that motion, upon offering 
the resolution which he had sent to the table. After 
some further remarks, Mr. W. concluded. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, March 20, 1834. 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, upon executive business, by 


Mr. Done son, his Private Secretary. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 


nication from the War Department, transmitting | 


the Army Register for 1834. 
Also, a communication from the same depart- 


ment, enclosing a report from the Commissioner | 


of Pensions, in compliance with a resolution of the 
28th of February last. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. SILSBEE and SWIFT, and referred. 

Mr. SMITH stated the Committee on Claims 
had some days since made a report upon the peti- 
tion of John Watson, which was laid upon the 
table; he now moved for leave to withdraw the 
papers of said Watson; which was granted. 


Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committeeon Claims, | 


moved to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Samuel Gray; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the same committee, 


made an unfavorable report upon the petition of | 


Joseph Clark; which was concurred in. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to take up the first spe- 
cial order, being the consideration of the question 
of granting him leave to bring in a bill to continue 
the charter of the Bank of the United States for 
six years; which was agreed to. 

r. WRIGHT then took the floor, and spoke 
at length against the constitutionality of the present 
orany Bank of the United States. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 


THE CONGR 


n to have the money, become possessed of | 


r. Duane’s statement that the Presi- || 
dent had remarked that two-thirds of Congress |, 
would have been bribed by the bank if they had || 


— 


|| WEBSTER and LEIGH, a report of which will 
| be made hereafter. 
|| Mr. CALHOUN intimated his wish to address 
1 the Senate, but as the day was advanced, he pro- 
|| posed an adjournment. 
|| Mr. WEBSTER said he was entirely willing 
|| to gratify the Senator from South Carolina, but 
hoped many days would not be consumed in the 
preliminary question of granting leave. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved that the report of the | 
Secretary and accompanying documents, respon- | 
sive to the call of the Senate of the 28th of Feb- | 
ruary, relative to pensions, be printed; which was | 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


| 
| 
| 
| een 
| 
| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 20, 1834. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
|| Commerce, reported an act supplementary to an 
|| act to fix the lim‘t of the port of entry and delivery 
|| for the district of Philadelphia. 
Also, an act making Dorchester, in Massachu- 
setts, a port of entry; and 
An act to establish the collection district of New- 
'ark, New Jersey; which bills were read twice, | 
and committed. 
Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reporied a bill to authorize the construc- 





|| tion of railroads and canals through lands of the 
|| United States. The bill was read twice. Mr.C. 
said he did not desire to have this bill committed ; 
|| he desired only to have it printed and laid on the | 
|| table for the present. Agreed te. 
Mr.C. also reported a bill making grants of land | 
to disbanded officers and others, for services during | 
the late war; which was read twice, and he then | 
|| moved to have it committed to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, objected to ita com- | 
| mitment to any but the usual committee for such | 
subjects—the Committee of the Whole House. 
Mr. WILLIAMS said that bills as interesting | 
as this had been referred to the Committee of the | 
|| Whole House. 
Mr. CLAY said the bill had been reported at | 
the instance of various Legislatures of the Union. | 
He wished to have its consideration insured during | 
this session; for which purpose he moved its ref- 
erence to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union. | 
Mr. MASON considered that this was in its | 
| nature a private bill; he could not, therefore, see | 
| any reason why precedence should be given to it 
| over all others. He moved its commitment to the | 
|| Committee of the Whole. 
‘|| Mr. CLAY remarked, that although the bill 
should be sent to the committee which he desired, | 
yet it did not follow that it would have any pref- 
erence given to it, unless it should be the pleasure | 
of the Fives to take it up. 
| After a desultory conversation, in which Mr. 
WILLIAMS, Mr. MILLER, and Mr. CHIL.- | 
TON participated, 
The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 
On motion of Mr. HIARPER, of New Hamp- 
shire, 1 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be | 
| discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of inhabitants of Massachusetts, for the | 
| improvement, &c., of Taunton river; also, from | 
|| the consideration of a petition of inhabitants of | 
Wilmington, Delaware, for the improvement of 
|| the navigation of the Christiana river. 
| On motion of Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, 
\| Ordered, That the Commitiee on the Post Office | 
| and Post Roads be discharged from the consider- | 
ation of the case of A. M. Pennyman, 
|| The several bills referred to the Committee on | 
\|| Commerce, making appropriations for building | 
| light-houses, !ight-buoys, boats, beacons, &c., for |, 
| 1834, for the isaprovement and survey of certain 
| harbors, &c., were reported from that committee 
1 with amendments, and committed to the Commit- 
|| tee of the Whole House, and made the order of 
| the day. 
| The House proceeded with the following resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Marois: 
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| 


| 
| 
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Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 





|| Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 
the expedieney of defining by law all contracts 
hereatter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 


| the same. 


Mr. BURGES resumed his remarks, and spoke 
in opposition to the resolution until the expiration 
of the hour allotted for morning business. 

The CHAIR communicated to the House a re- 
port from the Secretary of War, transmitting the 
Annual Register of the Army. Laidon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


THE DEPOSITES AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resoluuons reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, together with the amendment moved 
by Mr. Wivpe, of Georgia, declaring the reasons 
offered by the Secretary of the Treasury for re- 
moving the deposites to be unsatisfactory and 
insufficient. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, of South Carolina, took the 
floor. His reasons for rising to occupy the atten- 
tion of the House for comparatively a short time, 
after the able arguments of thegentleman who had 
preceded him, was the interest which his con- 
stituents felt in the question. He represented a 
city which was deeply concerned in commerce, 
navigation, and agriculture, and which now felt all 
the embarrassments growing out of the measures 
of the Executive. Recent advices from Charles- 
ton informed him that rice, which ordinarily was 
worth $350, was now scarcely worth $275. Lands, 
negroes, and town property, had fallen to a most 
alarming extent. he losses sustained by South 
Carolina alone, if accurately ascertained, would be 
found to be large enough to excite the sympathy 
of every individual on this floor, and perhaps of 
the President himself. Under these circumstances, 
he would be recreant to his duties did he not 
express his sentiments on the subject before the 
House. Before he proceeded to discuss the main 


|, question, he must be allowed to touch upon a few 


incidental points, even atthe risk of provoking the 
ridicule of his friend from Kentucky, who had 
remarked that he (Mr. Pinckney] could talk upon 
nothing without introducing nullification. The 
opinions which he entertained on that subject 
were, he believed, the same which the gentleman, 
under similar circumstances, would entertain. He 
reminded the gentleman, too, that the doctrine 
originated in Kentucky. It wasin that State that 
resolutions were adopted in reference to the alien 
and sedition laws, declaring that nullification was 
the rightful remedy; a principle upon which South 
Carolina had stood, and struggled, and triumphed. 
He had already, on a former occasion, noticed the 


| attempt to create the belief that all who were op- 


posed to the removal of the deposites were in favor 
of the recharter of the bank. The merchants had 
also been attacked. Their deputations were not 
only repelled with indignity, but now they were 
denounced as enemies to liberty. As far as his 
constituents were concerned, he repelled the at- 


| tack, and as to the great body of the merchants, 


he pronounced it to be unjust and unfounded. 
Mr. P. went on to speak of the character of the 
President’s motives, which, he said, could not, if 
good, justify his measures; and hereferred to Mr. 
Duane’s letters for an explanation of the principles 
on which the President acted. It might be that 
his language was disrespectful to the President, 
and he might be told, asthe Governor of Virginia 
was, that he had no right to hold any opinion in 
respect to the President’scourse. The gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Moore} exulted in the idea 
that the proclamation had destroyed nullification. 
Does he not know that this doctrine brought Mr. 
Jefferson and the Republican party into power? 
And does he exult that the doctrines of Jefferson 
have been destroyed by Jackson? thatthe doctrine 
of Virginia has been swept away by the procia- 
mation? Buthe need not lay that flattering unction 
to his soul. The doctrine is now more firmly estab- 
lished thanever. Thousands were now convinced 
who formerly doubted. The proclamation had 
not only confirmed the State-Rights party in South 


, Carolina in their opinions, but has gained thou- 
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THE CONGRESSIONA 


oo == ——— <5 
sands of converts to those opinions. It had united | 


the whole South against executive usur 


ation, 
created State-rights societies in Pennsy 


lone ia, 


encouraged Alabama to resistance, and eroused || 


the friends of the Constitution everywhere to a 
sense of the impending danger of consolidation. 
The President, Mr. P. declared, would never 


bill hed been rejected. 


upon anything. 
at his disposition the whole Army and Navy, to 
enable him to crush a sovereign State, would, he 
thought, jueufy him in grasping the money power 
of the country. They who had made him a 


of despouc power. 


have ventured to remove the deposites, if the force || 
The passage of that bill by | 
a large majority, taught him that he might venture || 


That same body which had put || 


| 
deepot, ought not to be surprised at his exertion || 
Mr. P. then referred to the | 
remarks made by the member from ‘Tennessee, || 


Mr. Powk,] in reply to the remarks of his col- | 
eague, (Mr. McDurrie,] in respect to drilled | 


mejorities. 
of the teat oaths of South Carolina as an odious 
and tyrannical exercise of majority power. But 
the act alluded to was nota test act. 
required conformity to certain religious opinions. 
There was no act of this sort in any of the States 
except the State of ‘Tennessee; according to the 
Constitution of which State, no person can hold 
an office who does not believe in the existence of 
a Deity. He would not say that this was nota 
proper provision, and no one would regret more 


than himself the appointment of any man to office || 5y applications of the committee, employ a clerk | 


who disbelieved in the existence of a Deity. Bat | 
the test Jaw of South Carolina was not of that 
description. Ail thecitizens of that State were on 
a footing of perfect equality. All which the law 
enjoins is, that the citizens shall take an oath of 


allegiance to the State, and to support the Conati- || 


tution of the United States. This was no new 
yrovision. The States of Georgia, Virginia, and 
faeenchusetta had similar laws. 
Mr. P. here took up the resolutions of the com- 
mittee, and contended that they did not meet the | 
question before the House. He spoke of the pubiic 
distress, the existence of which was not, he said, 
denied by any one, and of the clamors for relief to 
which, he said, the committee had turned a deaf | 
ear. The deposires, hedeclared, must be restored, 
or arevolution would take place. This House and | 
this nation would never approve of their removal. | 
Yea, sir, I repeat, said he, that either these depos- | 
ites must be restored, or a revolution is at hand. 
The spirit which threw the tea overboard at Bos- 
ton is at work in the northern and in the southern 
States. Hedweltlong upon the President’s words | 
—the measureis my own, | take the reeponsibility; | 
and took up the President’s reason forthe measure, 
which he commented upon at great length. He 
argued at length in support of the positions that | 
the removal of the deposites was a violation of the | 
Constitution; that it wasa violation of the charter | 
of the bank; and that it was the perversion of the 
power of appointment—a power which, he said, 
was not given by the Constitation, but which had | 
been unfortunately acquiesced in. 
When Mr. P. concluded, at about three o’clock, | 
several gentlemen simultaneously addressed the | 


Chair. | 


The floor was obtained by Mr. GILMER, on || 


whose motion, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Farivar, March 21, 1834. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill from the House of | 


Representatives authorizing the sale of school lands | 
in filinois, without amendment; and gave notice 





The member from Tennessee spoke | 


that when the bill was called up, he was instructed | 
by the committee to move its indefinite postpone- | 


ment. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, fromthe same committee, | 


made a report upon the petition of Robert Ste- 
phens; which, without reading, was laid upon the 
table. 


Mr. CLAY presented amemorial signed by about | 


3,000 clerks in the city of New York, ascribing 
the derangement of the currency and pecuniary 


distress to the removal! of the deposites, and pray- | 


ing their restoration to the Bank of the United 
States. 


1 


A test act || 


Also, a memorial of merchants and traders from || proposition ascribes to it. The power 


nine or ten different States, signed in Philadelphia, 
of a similar character. 

The memorials were read by Mr. CLAY, and, 
on his motion, were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOU THARD presented a memorial of the 


township of Lawrence, New Jersey, praying the | 
i} 


restoration of the deposites; 


| 


Also, a memorial from the county of Monmouth; | 


The proceedings of a meeting of inhabitants of 
Shrewsbury; 

A memorial of the State Bank of Camden, the 
Farmer’s Bank of Mount Holly, and the Cumber- 
land Bank; 

A memorial signed by 1,695 inhabitants of Glou- 
cester county; 

All of the same import; which were severally 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
Henry Eckford; which was referred tu the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. EWING submitted the following resolu- | 


tion: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to examine and 


| report the present condition of the Post Office De- 
| partment; and that they have power to send for 


| interests, 


} 


| 


persons and papers, and to take testimony for that 
purpose; and that the Secretary of the Senate shall, 


to attend them. 
The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a letter 


| from the Secretary of State, transmitting a register | 


of American seamen for the year 1833. 
Mr. KENT presented a memorial from three 


|| banks in Frederick, and one in Washington 


county, Maryland, praying the restoration of the 
deposites to the Bank of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 
special order to be the granting leave to introduce 
a bill to recharter the bank of the United States; 
when 

Mr. CALHOUN took the floor, and spoke for 
one hour and a half against the principles of the 
bill, as being only a temporary expedient, but in 
favor of establishing a new bank upon the present 


| one, and prohibiting the issuing of notes under 


L GLOBE. 














: T granted to 
ey, is an authority to stamp 
metallic money, and is not an authority for emit- 


Congress to coin money, 


ting slips of paper containi romises to 

money. The authority seamed, to Congress. ” 
| regulate the value of coin, is an authority to reg- 
_ ulate the Value of metailic money, not of paper 
The prohibition upon the States against making 
anything but gold and silver a legal tender, is a 
moral prohibition, founded in virtue and honesty 
and is just as binding upon the Federal Govern- 
ment as upon the State governments, and that 


| 
| 
| 


| without a written prohibition; for the difference in 


the nature of the two Governments is such that the 
States may do all things which they are not forbid 
to do, and the Federal Government can do nothin 
| which is not authorized in the Constitution to do. 
The power to punish the crime of counterfeiting 
is limited to the current coin of the United States 
and to the securities of the United States, and can- 
not be extended to the offence of forging paper 
money but by that unjustifiable power of construc- 
| tion which founds an implication upon an implica- 
tion, and hangs one implied power upon another. 
The word currency is not in the Constitution; nor 
any word which can be made to cover a circula- 
tion of bank notes. Gold and silver is the only 
_ thing recognised for money. It is the money, and 
| the only money of the Constitution; and every his- 
toric recollection, as well as every phrase in the 
Constitution, and every early statute on the sub- 
ject of money, confirms that idea. People were 
sick of paper money about the time the Constitu- 
| tion was formed. ‘The Congress of the Confeder- 
| ation, in the time of the Revolution, had issued 
a currency of paper money. It had run the full 
career of thatcurrency. The wreck of two hundred 
millions of paper dollars lay upon the land. The 
framers of the Constitution worked in the midst 
of that wreck. They saw the havoc which paper 
money had made upon the fortunes of individuals 
_and the morals of the public. ‘They determined to 
| have no more Federal paper money. They created 
a hard money Government; they intended the new 


+ Government to recognise nothing for money bat 


$10, and the payment of Government dues in any | 


notes of banks under the denomination of $5. 
When Mr. CaLuoon concluded— 

Mr. BEN CON rose and expressed his satisfac- 
tion that the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
Catnoun| had restored the debate to the eleva- 
tion that belonged to the Senate. Hedid not mean 
to descend from that elevation, not of sentiment, 
thought and style, to which he had no pretension, 
but in the mode of canducting the debate, de- 
scending to no personal, or partisan object, but 
keeping solely in view the great interests of the 
country, and the means of accomplishing those 


since he had begun to oppose the renewal of the 
charter of this bank, but he had not, until the 
present moment, found a suitable occasion for 


showing the people the kind of currency which 


they were entitled to possess, and probably would 
possess, on the dissolution of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States. This was a view of the subject which 


| many wished to see, and which he felt bound to 


| with all the brevity and perspicuity of which he || 


give; and which he should proceed to present, 


was master, 


| historic recollection. 


goldyand silver; and every word admitted into the 
| Constitution upon the subject of money defines 
/ and establishes that sacred intention. 

Legislative enactment (continued Mr. B.) came 
quickly to the aid of constitutional intention, and 
The fifth statute passed at 
the first session of the first Congress that ever sat 
under the present Constitution, was full and ex- 
plicit on this head. It defined the kind of money 


| which the Federal Treasury should receive. The 


enactments of the statute are remarkble for their 


| brevity and comprehension, as well as for their 
| clear interpretation of the Constitution, and de- 


| serve to be repeated and remembered. They are: 
That the fees and duties payable to the Federal 


‘| Government shall be received in gold and silver 


Mr. B. said it was now six years || 


| coin only; the gold coins of France, Spain, Portu- 
'gal,and Englend, and all other gold coins at equal 

fineness, at 89 cents for every pennyweight; the 
| Mexican dollar at 100 cents; the crown of France 
_ at 111 cents; and all other silver coins of equal fine- 
ness, at 111 cents per ounce. This statute was 


| passed the 30th day of July, 1789, just one month 
| after Congress had commenced the work of legis- 
| lation. It shows the sense of the Congress, com- 
|| posed of the men, in great part, who had framed 
|| the Constitution, and who, by using the word 


| 
| 


1. In the first place, he was one of those who | 


believed that the Government of the United States | 


was intended to bea hard muney Government; 
| that it was the intention and the declaration of the 
| Constitution of the United States that the Federal 
currency should consist of gold and silver; and 
that there is no power in Congress to issue, or to 


species of Federal paper currency whatsoever. 
Every clause in the Constitution (said Mr. B ) 


_which bears upon the subject of money—every || 


early statute of Congress which interprets the 
meaning of these clauses—and every historic rec- 
ollection which refer to them, go hand in hand in 
' giving to that instrument the meaning which 


| 


| 
_ authorize any company of individuals to issue, any || 


| only, clearly expressed their intention that gold 
and silver alone was to constitute the currency of 
the new Government. : 

In support of this construction of the Constitu- 
tion, Mr. B. referred to the phrase so often used 
by our most aged and eminent statesmen, that this 
was intended to be a hard-money Government. 
Yes, (said Mr. B.,) the framers of the Constitution 
_were hard-money men; but the chief expounder 
"and executor of that Constitution was not a hard- 
| money man, but a paper-system man!—a man 
devoted to the paper-system of England with all the 
firmress of conviction, and all the fervor of enthu- 
siasm. God forbid (said Mr. B.) that I should 
do injustice to General Hamilton—that I should 
say or insinuate aught to d te from the just 
| fame of that great man! He many titles te 


the gratitude and admiration of his countrymen, 
and the heart could not be American which could 
this || dishonor or disparage his memory. But his ideas 
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of government did not receive the sanction of gen- 
eral approbation; and of all his political tenets, his 
attachment to the paper-system was most strongly 
0 at the time, and has produced the most 
Jasting and deplorable results upon the country. 
In the year 1791, this great man, then Secretary 
of the Treasury, brought forward his celebrated 
lan for the support of public credit—that plan 
which unfolded the entire scheme of the paper 
system, and immediately developed the great po- 
litical line between the Federalists and the Repub- 
licans. The establishment.of a national bank was 
the leading and predominant feature of that plan; 
and the original report of the Secretary, in favor of 
establishing the bank, contained this fatal and de- 
lorable recommendation: 

« The bills and notes of the bank, originally made 
‘ payable, or which shall have become payable, on de- 
‘mand, in gold and silver coin, shall be receivable in 
‘all to the United States.”” 

This fatal recommendation became a clause in 
the charter of the bank. It was transferred from 
the report of the Secretary to the pages of the 
statute book; and from that moment the moneyed 


character of the Federal Government stood chang- || 


ed and reversed. Federal bank notes took the 
place of hard money; and the whole edifice of the 
new Government slided at once from the solid rock 
of gold and silver money, on which its framers 
had placed it, into the troubled and tempestuous 
ocean of a paper currency. 

Mr. B. said it was no answer to this most serious 
charge of having changed the moneyed character 
of the Federal Government, and of the whole 
Union, to say that the notes of the Bank of the 
United States are not made a legal tender between 
man and man. There was no necessity (he said) 
for A statute law to that effect; it was sufficient 
that they were made a legal tender to the Federal | 
Government; the law of necessity, far superior to 
that of the statute book, would do the rest. A 
law of tender was not necessary; a forced, inci- 
dental tender resulted as an inevitable consequence 
from the credit and circulation which the Federal 
Government gave them. Whatever was received 
at the custom-houses, at the land offices, at the 
post offices, at the marshal’s and district attorney’s 
offices, and in all the various dues to the Federal 
Government, must be received, and will be re- 
ceived, by the people. It becomes the actual and 

ractical currency of the land. People must take 
it, or get nothing; and thus the Federal Govern- 
ment, establishing a paper currency for itself, 
establishes it also for the States, and for the people, 
and everybody must useit from necessity, whether 
compelled by law or not. 

Mr. B. said it was not to be supposed that the 
objection which he now took to the unconstitu- 
tionality of the clause which made the notes of the 
Federal bank a legal tender to the Federal Govern- 
ment, was an objection which could be overlooked 
or disregarded by the adversaries of the bank in 
1791. It was not overlooked or disregarded: on 
the contrary, it was denounced and combated, as 
in itself a separate and distinct breach of the 
Constitution, going the whole length of emitting 
paper money, and the more odious and reprehen- 
sible because’a privileged company was to have 
the monopoly of the emission. The genius of 
Hamilton was put in requisition to answer this 
objection; and the best answer which that great 
man could give it was a confession of the omnipo- 
tence of the objection, and the total impossibility 
of doing it away. His answer surrendered the 
whole question of acurrency. It sunk the notes 
of the bank, which were then to be tendered to 
the Federal Government, to the condition of sup- 
plies furnished to the Government, and to be 
consumed by it. The answer took refuge under 
the natural power, independent of all constitu- 
tions, for the tax receiver to receive his taxes in 
what articles he pleased. ‘'o do justice to Gen- 
eral Hamilton, and to detect and expose the true 
character of this bank paper, Mr. B. read a clause 
from General Hamilton’s reply to the Cabinet 
Opinions of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Attorney Gen- 
eral Randolph, when President Washington had 
the charter of the first bank under advisement with 
his Secretaries. It was the clause in which Gen- 
eral Hamilton replied to the objection to the con- 
stitutionality of making the notes of the bank 
receivable in payment of public dues. 


| 
| 
} 
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“To designate, or appoint, the money, or thing, | 
‘in which taxes are to be paid, is not only a proper, | 


‘ but a necessary exercise of the power of collect- || 
‘ing them. Accordingly, Congress, in the law || 


‘ concerning the collection of the duties, imposts, 
‘and tonnage, have provided that they shall be 
‘ i in gold and silver. But, while it was an | 
* indispensable part of the work to say in what they | 
‘ should be paid, the choice of the specific thing was | 
‘a mere matter of discretion. The payment might” 
‘ have been required in the commodities themselves. 
‘ Taxes in kind, however ill-judged, are not with- | 
‘out precedents, even in the United States; or it | 
‘might have been inthe paper money of the several | 
‘ States, or in the bills of the Bank of North Amer- | 
‘ica, New York, and Massachusetts, all, or either | 
‘ of them; it might have been in bills issued under | 
‘the authority of the United States. No part of | 
‘ this, itis presumed, can be disputed. The ap- | 
| § pointment of the MONEY or THING inwhich the 

| ‘taxes are to be paid, is an incident of the POWER 
‘of collection. And among the expedients which | 
| § mez be adopted, is that of bills issued under the | 
| authority of the United States.”’ 

Mr. B. would read no further, although the | 
argument of General Hamilton extended through | 
several pages. The nature of theargumentis fully | 
| disclosed in whatisread. Itsurrendersthe whole | 
| question of acurrency. Neither the power to fur- | 
| nish a currency, nor to regulate currency, is pre- | 

tended to be claimed. The notes of the new bank | 
are putupon the footing, not of money, but of com- | 
| modities—things—articles in kind—which the tax | 


| 


be diffused over the country in place of money. 
This is the original idea and conception of these 
notes. It is the idea under which they obtained 





public dues; and from this humble conception, this 
| degraded assimilation to corn and grain, to clothes | 
| and provisions, they have, by virtue of that clause 
| in the charter, crept up to the character of money 


—become the real, practical currency of the land— || 


driven the currency of the Constitution from the 
land—and so depraved the public intellect as now | 
to be called for as money, and proclaimed to be | 
indispensable to the country, when the author of | 
the bank could not rank them higher than an 
expedient for paying a tax. 

II. In the next place, Mr. B. believed that the 


quantity of specie derivable from foreign com- || 


merce, added to the quantity of gold derivable 

from our own mines, were fully sufficient, if not 

expelled from the country by unwise laws, to fur- | 
| nish the people with an abundant circulation of 
| gold and silver coin, for their common currency, | 

without having recourse to a circulation of small | 
bank notes. 

The truth of these propositions, Mr. B. held to | 
be susceptible of complete and ready proof. He | 
spoke first of the domestic supply of native gold, | 
and said that no mines had ever developed more | 
rapidly than these had done, or promised more | 
| abundantly than they now do. In the 
| they were a spot, in the State of North Carolina; | 
| they are now a region spreading into six States. | 
| In the year 1824, the product was $5,000; in the | 
| last year the product, in coined gold, was $868,000; 
| in uncoined, as much more; and the product of the 








| Present year computed at $2,000,000; with every | 


a oe of continued and permanent increase. | 


he probability was, that these mines alone, in || 


| the lapse of a few years, would furnish an abund- 
| ant supply of gold to establish a plentiful circula- 
tion of that metal, if not expelled from the country 
by unwise laws. But the great source of supply, | 
both for gold and silver, (Mr. B. said,) wasin our 
foreign commerce. It was this foreign commerce 
which filled the States with hard money imme- 
diately after the close of the revolutionary war, | 
when the domestic mines were unknown; and it | 


receiver may accept from the tax payer, and which || 
are to be used and consumed by the tax receiver, | 
and not to be returned to the people, much less to | | 


the legal capacity of receivability in payment of || 


year 1824 | 


is this same foreign commerce which, even now, | 
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the largest circulation which the common business 
of the country could require. 

Mr. B. believed that the product of foreign 
| mines, and the quantity of gold and silver now in 
| existence, to be much greater than was commonly 

supposed; and ag a siatement of its amount would 
| establish his proposition in favor of an adequate 
| supply of these metals, for the common currency 
| of the country, he would state that amount, as he 
found it calculated in approved works of political 
economy. He looked to the three great sources 
| of mony: 1. Mexicoand South America; 2. Eu- 
rope and Northern Asia; 3. The cost of Africa. 
Taking the discovery of the New World as the 
starting peint from which the calculation would 
commence, and the product was: 
1. Mexico and South America... .$6,458,000,000 
2. Europe and Northern Asia.... 628,000,000 
3. The coast of Africa........... . 150,000,000 


making a total product of seven thousand two hun- 
dred and thirty-six millions in the short space of 
three centuries and a half. Tothis 1s to be added 
the quantity existing at the time the New World 
was discovered; and which was computed at 
| $2,300,000,000. Upon all these data the political 
| economists, (Mr. B. said,) after deducting $2,000,- 
000,000 for waste and consumption, still computed 
the actual stock of gold and silver im Europe, Asia, 
and America, in 1832, at about seven thousand 
| millions of dollars, and that quantity constantly 
| and rapidly increasing. 
| Mr. B. had no doubt but that the quantity of 
gold and silver in Europe, Asia, and America, was 
sufficient to carry on the whole business of the 
| world. He said that States and Empires far greater 


| in wealth and population than any now existing— 

far superior in public and private magnificence—-had 
| carried on all the business of private life and all 
the affairs of national government upon gold and 
| silver alone, and that before the mines of Mexico 
| and Peru were known or dreamed of. He alluded 
| to the great nations of antiquity, to the Assyrian 
| and Persian empires, to Egypt, Carthage, Rome, 
|to the Grecian republics, the kingdoms of Aaia 
| Minor, and to the empire transcending all these 


|| put together, the Saracenic Empire of the Caliphs, 


which, taking for its centre the eastern limit of the 
Roman world, extended its dominion as far west 
as Rome had conquered, and farther east than 
Alexander had marched. These great nations, 
| whose armies crushed empires at a blow, whose 
monumental edifices still attest their grandeur, had 
no idea of bank credits and paper money. They 
used gold and silver alone. Such degenerate 
hrases as sound currency, paper medium, circu- 

_ lating media, never once sounded in their heroic 
B.) to the na- 


| ears. 
Bat why go oes Mr. 

tions of antiquity? Why quit ourown day? Why 

look beyond the boundaries of Europe? We have 
| seen an empire in our own day, of almost fabulous 
grandeur and magnificence, carrying on all its vast 
| undertakings upon a currency of gold and silver, 
| without deigning to recognise paper for money. 1 

speak (said Mr. B.) of France—great and imperial 
| France—and have my eye upon that first year of 

the Consulate, when a young and victorious gen- 
| eral, just transferred from the camp to a council, 

announced to his astonished ministers that specie 
| payments should commence in France by a given 

day !—in that France which for so many years had 
seen nothing but a miserable currency of depre- 
| ciated mandats and assignats! The annunciation 
| was heard with the inward contempt and open dis- 
trust which the whole tribe of hack politicians 
| everywhere feel for the statesmanship of military 
| men. It was followed by the success which it be- 
| longs to genius to inspire and to command. Specie 
| payments commenced in France on the day named, 
| and a hard money currency has been the sole cur- 
rency of France from that day to this. 
| _ Mr. B: here cited a passage from a letter of Mr. 
| Gallatin to Mr. Ingham, then Secretary of the 





' 


} 





when Federal laws discourage the importation of 
foreign coins, and compel their exportation, is 
bringing in an annual supply of seven or eight 
millions of dollars. With an amendment of the 


foreign coins, and compel their exportation, there 
could be no delay in the rapid accumulation of a 
sufficient stock of the precious metals to supply 





‘ 


laws which now discourage the importation of ||‘ France has been far 
|| ‘other country. 
|| this is due to the almost total ex 
\|*ascurrency. The bank of France alone issues 


| Treasury, (December, i829,) to confirm what he 
| said of the French currency. 


The passage. 
‘* For the last twenty-five years the coinage of 
cee than that of any 
r 


I hardly need to observe that 


1} 


pulsion of paper 
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a ' € iy 
* paper, and none of a denomination less than five |! for more than twenty years, and will be deprived | 
‘ hundred france; so that it is used almost exclu- | 
‘sively for commercial transactions, and remit- | 


*tancea, and makes no part of the currency, properly 
* so called, of the country. 
‘ceseariy drives away the precious metals, which 
‘ will naturally flow to the places where paper is 
‘not used. They (the precious metals) are a 
‘dearer, but the only safe, circulating medium; 
‘and no country that will resort to other means, 
‘can expect to have a sound and uniform cur- 
*rency.’ 

Such (said Mr. B.) is the currency of France; 
a country whose taxes exceed athousand millions 
of france—whose public and private expenditures 
require a circulation of three hundred and fifty 
miliions of dollars—and which possess that circu- 
lation, every dollar of it, ingold and silver. After 
this example, can any one doubt the capacity of 
the Uniued States to supply itself with specie? 
Reason and history forbid thedoubt. Reason in- 
forme us that hard money flows into the vacuum 
the instant that stall bank notes are driven out. 
France recovered a specie circulation within a 
year afier the consular government refused to 
recognise paper for money. England recovered a 
gold circulation of about one hundred millions of 
dollars within four years after the one and two 
pound notes were suppressed. 
filled up with Spanish milled dollars, French 
crowns, doubloons, half joes, and guineas, as by 


magic, at the conclusion of the revolutionary war, | 


and the suppression of the continental bills. The 
business of the United States would not require 


above sixty or seventy millions of gold and silver | 


for the common currency of the people, and the 
basis of large bank notes, and bills of exchange, 
of that sum more than one-third is now in the 
cotntry, but not in circulation. The Bank of the 
United States hoards above ten millions. At the 
expiration of her charter, in 1836, that sum_will 
be paid out, in redemption of its notes—will go 
into the hands of the people—and, of itself, will 
nearly double the quantity of silver now in circu- 
lation. 
ally, some millions of gold; foreign commerce will 
be pouring in her accustomed, copious supply; 
the correction of the erroneous value of gold, the 
liberal admission of foreign coins, and the sup- 
pression of small notes, will invite, and retain an 
adequate metallic currency. The present moment 
is peculiarly favorable for these measures. For- 
eign exchanges are now in our favor; silver is 


coming here, although not current by our laws; | 


both gold and silver would flow in, and that im- 
mediately, to an immense amount, if raised to 
their proper value, and put on a proper footing, 
by our laws. Three days legislation, on these 
subjects, would turn copious supplies of gold and 


silver into the country, diffuse them through every | 
neighborhood, and astonish gentlemen when they | 
got home at midsummer, at finding hard money, 


where they had left paper. Mr. B. was against 


a small paper currency; not against large bank | 


notes, and expressed a concurrency in much that 
was said on paper money by the Senator from 


South Carolina, {Mr. Carnoun,] though differing | 


so much on the subject of the national bank. 
It. In the third place, Mr. B. undertook to 
affirm, as a proposition free from dispute or con- 


testation, that the value now set upon gold by the | 
laws of the United States, was unjust and erro- | 


neous; that these laws hed expelled gold from 


circulation; and that it was the bounden duty of | 


Congress to restore that coin to circulation, by 
restoring it to its just value. In this he had the 


leasure to concur heartily with the Senator from | 
g | the PAPER SYSTEM, then omnipotent in Eng- 


outh Carolina, [Mr. Catuoun.]} 

That gold was undervalued by the laws of the 
United States, and expelled from circulation, was 
a fact (Mr. B. said) which everybody knew; but 
there was something else which everybody did 
not know; which few, in reality, had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing; but which was necessary to be 
known, to enable the friends of gold to go to work 
at the right place to effect the recovery of that 
precious metal which their fathers once possessed ; 


which the subjects of European kings now pos- | 


sess—which the citizens of the young republics 
to the South, all possess—but which even the free 


negroes of San Domingo possess—but which the | 


yeomanry of this America have been deprived of 


Paper, as ail know, ne- | 


Our own country | 


Our native mines will be yielding, annue | 
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of forever, unless they discover the cause of the 
evil, and apply the remedy to its root. 

I have already shown (said Mr. B.) that the plan 
for the support of public credit which General 
Hamilton brought forward in 1791, was a plan for 


the establishment of the paper system in our Amer- | 
We had at that time a gold currency which || 


ica, 
was circulating freely and fully all over the coun- 


try. Gold is the antagonist of paper, and, with | 


fair play, will keep a paper currency within just 
| and proper limits. 
notes; 
twenty dollar note in his pocket when he can get 
guineas, eagles, half eagles, doubloons, and half 
joes to carry in their places. The notes of the new 


Bank of the United States, which bank formed the || 


leading feature in the plan for the support of public 


credit, had already derived one undue advantage || 
over gold, on being put on a level with it in point |) 
of legal tender to the Federal Government, and uni- | 


versal receivability in all payments to that Govern- 
ment. They were now to derive another and a 
still greater undue advantage over gold, in the law 
for the establishment of the national Mint, an in- 
stitution which also formed a feature of the plan 
.-for the support of public credit. It is to that plan 
that we trace the origin of the erroneous valuation 
of gold which has banished that metal from the 
country. Mr. Secretary Hamilton, in his propo- 
sition for the establishment of » Mint, recommend- 
ed that the relative value of gold to silver should be 
fixed at fifteen for one, and that recommendation 
became the law of the land, and has remained so 
ever since. Atthesame time, the relative value of 
these metals in Spain and Portugal, and through- 
out their vastdominionsin the New World, whence 
our principal supplies of gold were derived, was 
at the rate of sixteen for one; thus making our 
| standard six per cent. below the standard of the 
countries which chiefly produced gold. It was 
also below the English standard, and the French 
standard, and below the standard which prevailed 


in these States before the adoption of this Consti- || 


tution, and which was actually prevailing in the 


States at the time that this new proportion of || 


fifteen to one was established. 

Mr. B. was ready to admit that there was some 
nicety requisite in adjusting the relative value of 
two different kinds of money—gold and silver, for 
example—so as to preserve an exact equipoise 
between them, and to prevent either from expell- 
ing the other. There was some nicety, but no 
insuperable, or even extraordinary difficulty, in 
making the adjustment. The nicetv of the ques- 


|| tion was aggravated in the year "92, by the diffi- || 


culty of obtaining exact knowledge of the relative 
value of these metals, at that time, in France and 

| England; and Mr. Gallatin has since shown that 
the information which was then relied upon, was 
clearly erroneous. The consequence of any mis- 
take in fixing our standard, was also well known 
in the year 92. Mr. Secretary Hamilton, in his 
proposition for the establishment of a Mint, ex- 
ressly declared that the consequence of a mistake 

in the relative value of the two metals, would be 
the expulsion of the one that was undervalued. 
| Mr. Jefferson, then Secretary of State, in his co- 
|| temporaneous report upon foreign coins, declared 
the same thing. Mr. Robert Morris, financier to 
the revolutionary Government, in his proposal to 
establish a Mint in 1782, was equally explicit to 
the same effect. The delicacy of the question, 
and the consequence of a mistake, were, then, fully 
understood forty years ago, when the relative 
value of gold and silver was fixed at fifteen to one. 
But, at that time, it unfortunately happened that 


land, was making its transit to our America; and 
everything that would go to establish that system 
—everything that would go to sustain the new- 
born Bank of the United States—that eldest 
daughter, and spem gregis, of the paper system in 
America—fell in with the prevailing current, and 
a incorporated in the Federal legislation of 
the day. 


Gold, it was well known, was the antagonist 


ral predilection of all mankind for it, its small 
, bulk, and the facility of carrying it about, would 
_ be preferred to paper, either for traveling or keep- 
\| ing in the house, and this would limit and circum- 


It will keep down the small || 
or no man will ae a five,a ten, or a 
e 


of paper; that from its intrinsic value, the natu- 
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scribe the general circulation of bank notes, and 
prevent all plea of necessity for issuing smaller 
| notes. Silver, on the contrary, from its incon- 
| venience of transportation, would favor the circu- 
| lation of bank notes. Hence the birth of the 
| doctrine, that if a mistake was to be committed 
it should be on the side of silver! Mr. Secretar : 
Hamilton declares the existence of this feeling 
|, when, in his report upon the establishment of a 
|, Mint, he saye: ‘* It is sometimes observed, that silver 
‘ought to be encouraged, rather than gold, as being 
* more conducive to the extension of bank circwlation, 
‘from the greater difficulty and inconvenience which 
‘its greater bulk, compared with its value, occa- 
|| ‘sions in the transportation of it.”’ This passage 
| in the Secretary’s report proves the existence of 
the feeling in favor of silver against gold, and the 
|| cause of that feeling. Quotations might be made 
from the speeches of others, to show that they 
acted upon that feeling; but it is due to General 
Hamilton to say that he disclaimed such a motive 
|| for himself, anc expressed a desire to retain both 
|| metals in circulation, and even to have a gold 
| dollar. 
The proportion of 15to 1 was established. The 
| 11th section of the act of April, 1792, enacted that 
|| every fifteen pounds weight of pure silver should 
| be equal in value in all payments, with one pound 
_ of pure gold; and so in proportion for less quan- 
| tities of the respective metals.* This act was the 
| death warrant to the gold currency. The dimin- 
| ished circulation of that coin soon began to be ob- 
| servable; but it was not immediately extinguished. 
| Several circumstances delayed, but could not pre- 
| vent that catastrophe. 1. The Bank of the United 
| States then issued no note of less denomination 
than ten dollars, and but few of them. 2 There 
| were but three other banks in the United States, 
|} and they issued but few small notes; so thata 
'small note currency did not come directly into 
conflict with gold. 3. The trade to the lower 
| Mississippi continued to bring up, from Natchez 
|, and New Orleans, for many years, a large supply 


| 
| 


| of doubloons, and long supplied a gold currency 
|| to the new States in the West. Thus, the ab- 
|, sence of a small note currency, and the constant 
_ arrivals of doubloons from the lower Mississippi, 
|| deferred the fate of the gold currency; and it was 
not until the lapse of near twenty years after the 
_adoption of the erroneous standard of 1792, that 
the circulation of that metal, both foreign and 
|, domestic, became completely and totally extin- 
|| guished in the United States. The extinction is 
| now complete, and must remain so, until the laws 
|| are altered. ‘ 
In making this annunciation, and in thus stand- 
| ing forward to expose the error, and to demand 
|| the reform of the gold currency, he (Mr. B.) was 
|| not setting up for the honors of a first discoverer, 
or firstinventor. Far from it. He was treading 
|in the steps of other, and abler men, who had 
| gone before him. Four Secretaries of the Treas- 
| ury—Gallatin, Dallas, Crawford, and Ingham— 
|| had, each in their day, pointed out the error in the 
| gold standard, and recommended its correction. 
| Repeated reports of committees, in both Houses 
| of Congress had done the same thi Of these 
| reports, he would name those of the late Mr. 
| Lowndes, of South Carolina; of Mr. Sanford, 
| late a Senator from New York; of Mr. Campbell 
P. White, now a Representative from the city of 
| New York. Mr. B. took pleasure in recalling, 
| and presenting to public notice, the names of the 
1 eminent men who had gone before him in the 
| exploration of this path. It was due to them, 
|| now that the good cause seemed to be in the road 
|| to success, to yield to them all the honors of first 
explorers; it was due to the cause also, in this 
hour of final trial, to give it the high sanction of 
| their names and labors. 
| —_—— 
|. * The present rate was the result of informa. 
| tion clearly incorrect, respecting the then value of 
_ gold and silver in Europe, which was represented 
| as being at the rate of less than 15 to 1, when 
| it was, in fact, from 15.5 to 15.6:1. It would be 
_ better, at all events, to discontinue altogether the 
coining of gold than to continue the present sys- 
‘|tem. The average premium on the American 
|| gold coins, for the last four-and-a-half years, has 
} been about 5 1-6 on the nominal value.”’—/Mr. 
|| Gallatin’s letter to Mr. Ingham, Dec. 31, 1829. 





| 
| 











a 


eS 











— 








ed 


